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RESIDENTIAL FIREPLACES 
 
Chimney can project a maximum of 20” into required side yard. 
 
Careless construction practices have resulted in numerous unnecessary house fires, 
originating in fireplaces. 
 
Fireplaces shall be constructed in accordance with the provisions described in the Village of 
Arlington Heights Building Regulations, Chapter 23. 
 

1. Masonry Fireplaces 
a. Refer to Section R1001 of the 2009 Edition of the International Residential 

Code. 
b. New wood-burning fireplaces shall have gasketed doors and outside air 

combustion air per IECC 2009 Section 402.4.3. 
c. Due to problems with masonry fireplaces, the Building Department of the 

Village of Arlington Heights has created a new inspection.  An additional 
inspection is required when masonry fireplace construction is at damper 
height.  Careful adherence to specs noted above will aid in the prevention of 
fire traveling outside the confines of fireplace. 

2. Masonry Chimneys 
Refer to Section R1003 of the 2009 Edition of the International Residential Code. 

3. Factory-Built Fireplaces 
a. Refer to Section R1004 of the 2009 Edition of the International Residential 

Code, as amended. 
b. Factory-built fireplaces shall be listed and labeled and shall be installed in 

accordance with the conditions of the listing, and shall be tested in accordance 
with UL 127. 

c. Fire-blocking shall be provided in accordance with Section R1003.19 of the 
IRC. 

d. When the enclosing chase is located on an outside wall or adjacent to an 
unheated area, it shall be insulated in the same manner as the adjacent wall. 

e. Combustible framing within the enclosure, except the supporting floor 
construction, shall then be covered with ½ inch minimum drywall, taped and 
sealed. 

4. Exterior Air Supply 
a. Refer to Section R1006 of the 2009 Edition of the International Residential 

Code 
b. Factory-built or masonry fire places shall be equipped with an exterior air 

supply to assure proper fuel combustion unless the room is mechanically 
ventilated and controlled so that the indoor pressure is neutral or positive. 


