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CHAPTER 1

Introduction

ChapterContentsHousingandPopulationEconomidDevelopmentRecreationandEducation;TrafficCirculation LandUse)Whatisa
Comprehensive Plan?, Implementation, Citizen Participation, Goal Setting

Background

Since its incorporation in 1887, the Village of Ar-
lington Heights has grown into one of the largest
suburbs in the metropolitan area. The Village has
reached the”maturation”stageinits development
growth and, therefore, faces new challenges and
opportunities. Redevelopment of the Village's
commercial, manufacturing, and residential areas
hasbecomethepredominantissuewhenplanning
for the future of the Village.

Historically, planning datesbackto 1836 whenthe
unincorporated Village of Dunton, which later be-
came Arlington Heights, was first platted by Asa
Dunton.In 1927, thefirstzoning ordinance was ad-
opted by the Village Board. Comprehensive Plans
have been produced by the Village in 1960, 1969,
1977,1984, 1988, 1991 and 1997.This Plan, which
was prepared, reviewed, discussed by the pubilic,
andrecommended by the Plan Commissiontothe
VillageBoardin 2015, should guidethecitizens, Vil-
lageleaders,developers,and otherinterested par-
ties through the next 10 to 15 years. The Compre-
hensive Plan and the planning process cause the
communitytolookahead, peerintothefutureand
anticipatewhatArlingtonHeightswillbelikeinthe
years ahead.

Downtown: Then and Now

Chapter Contents:
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Village of Arlington Heights Gateway Sign



Introduction 1

ﬁ} Housing and Population

The Village experienced tremendous growth in the 1950’s and
1960'swhenthe populationgrewfrom8,727in 1950t0 64,884 in
1970.Growth slowed in the 1970’ increasing to 66,116 in 1980,
however the Village experienced another growth spurt in the
1980's as the population reached 75,460 in 1990. Since then the
Village's population has stabilized reaching 76,031 in 2000 with
amodest decreasein 2010 to 75,101. This decrease was mostly
attributabletoanincreasein vacancies duetoforeclosuresfrom
the‘great recession’which began in 2007. The population of Ar-
lington Heights is estimated to reach 86,059 persons by 2040
(source: Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning’GOTO 2040’
RegionalPlan).Thisincreaseinpopulation,ifrealized,wouldlikely
be the result of more dense housing in designated redevelop-
mentareas.Inadditionannexationofunincorporatedresidential
areaswouldaddtothe population.Themedianage oftheVillage
population hascontinuedtoincreasefrom36.7in 1990t042.7in
2010, which reflects a regional and national trend.

Household characteristics have changed significantly over the
past25years.Theemergence of non-traditionalhouseholdsand
life styles and the decrease in family size, as well as the aging
of the population, have been the most significant changes. To-
tal housing units have increased from 23,189 in 1980 to 30,428
in 1990, and 32,795 in 2010 primarily due to town home, con-
dominium and apartment building construction. In 2014 total
housing units is estimated at 33,150, due to new multi-family
developmentandin-fillsinglefamily development.This trend of
in-fillredevelopment, higherdensity redevelopment,and possi-
ble annexation of adjacent residential areas could increase the
housing units to 35,500 by 2040 (CMAP GO TO 2040 estimate).

Downtown Arlington Heights

The growth in new households and area employment oppor-
tunities will continue to exert demand for housing in Arlington
Heightsand keep the median home price ($209,000) well above
theregion.Whilethetraditional singlefamily residence will con-
tinue to be the preferred housing choice in Arlington Heightsin
the future, alternative housing options will become more avail-
able in the community in response to changing life styles and
household characteristics. Additionalinformationand observa-
tionsabout theVillage's housing and population characteristics
can befoundinthe Housing and Population section. (The Com-
prehensive Plan and all of the reports referred toin the Plan may
be reviewed at the Arlington Heights Memorial Library and are
available from the Village Planning and Community Develop-
ment Department.)
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ModeratetohighdensitymultifamilyconstructionhadedtoagrowthinAringtonHeights
population in recent years.
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1 Introduction

o N
0 Economic Development

7%, Recreation, Leisure and Education

The Village of Arlington Heights economy is a prosperous, bal-
anced and mature economy, having grown above the national
averages for more than 20 years. The prosperity of the economy
is reflected by the Village's per capitaincome, household expen-
ditures, home values and low vacancy rates for commercial and
manufacturing uses. Approximately 70% of Village property tax
revenue is derived from residential uses and 30% from non-resi-
dentialuses—whichincludesover3.2millionsquarefeetofretail,
4.2 million square feet of office, and over 3.0 million square feet
of manufacturingspace.However,thereareveryfewvacantland
parcels remaining to be developed, therefore the Village must
now focus on maintaining the existing balance withinits econo-
my by encouraging redevelopment.

The Arlington Heights economy remains both diverse and dy-
namic, drawing from the region’s vastlabor pool, superior trans-
portation systems and access to world-class research and edu-
cational institutions. We can anticipate that current trends in
technology, labor and global economies will continue to shape
ourlocaleconomy.Non-traditionalworkarrangementswillplay
anincreasingrolein the economy.Important features which Ar-
lingtonHeightswillneedto prepareforareconcentrationsofser-
vice oriented (office) workers, work at home arrangements, and
the need for state of the art telecommunications infrastructure.
Additional information and observations about the Arlington
Heights economy can be found in the Economic Development
section.

30% of property tax revenue is from non-residential uses.

The availability of recreation and cultural opportunities contrib-
utetothequality of lifein Arlington Heights.Thediverse nature of
the parks, gardens,and other recreation amenities across theVil-
lage enable community residents to enjoy a wide variety of pas-
siveandactiverecreation pursuits.Therearemorethan716acres
ofparksandgolfcoursesintheVillage.The ArlingtonHeightsPark
District has on several occasions won national awards for excel-
lence.

The Arlington Heights Memorial Library is a recognized leader
in its field for the innovations and breadth of library services it
offers community residents. The Library was expanded in 1995
from 76,000 square feet to 132,000 square feet. The Library has
more than 350,000 items in its collection and a circulation over
2.66 million items. There are over 100 personal computers with
internet access and software available to the public.

Thelocal school system is a perennial top performer in the state
and is complemented by the curriculum and services available
at Roosevelt University, William Rainey Harper Community Col-
lege, Northern lllinois University and other institutions of high-
erlearning inthe metropolitan area. Additional information and
observationsabouttherecreationalandculturalopportunitiesin
Arlington Heights can be found in the Recreation section.

Arlington Heights Memorial Library
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@ Traffic Circulation

Mobility is essential to the long-term economic
andsocial developmentoftheVillage.Thelay out
andarrangementoftransportationsystemsaffect
the pattern of land development in the Village
andtheease, safety,and convenience withwhich
people travel. The proximity of O'Hare Interna-
tional Airport, the accessibility to two adjacent
expressways,convenientcommuterrailserviceat
twoMetrastationsandbusservice,regularfreight
rail service, and the efficiency of the transporta-
tion system are likely to continue their influence
ondevelopmentintheVillageinthefuture. Addi-
tionalinformationandobservationsabouttheAr-
lington Heights circulation systems can befound
in the Thoroughfare and Transportation Policy
Plan, approved in 2012.
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1 Introduction

(), Land Use

Land developmentin Arlington Heights has reached maturation
asvacantlandformanufacturing,commercialandresidentialuses
hasdeclinedtolessthan50acres.Giventhiscurrentgrowthstage,
Arlington Heights has and will continue to focus on redevelop-
ment of underdeveloped property. Several shopping centers in
theVillage have either redeveloped or are in the process of rede-
veloping to meet current market standards in the retail industry.
In-fillredevelopment ofresidential areasandreplacementofold-
er homes with new, larger homes has become more prevalent.
Mixed land use development, which is particularly attractive be-
cause itis more functional, efficient, and can mitigate most land
use conflicts, will continueaslandbecomesapremium commod-
ityintheVillage.Belowis atable which approximates the current
Comprehensive Plan land use distribution.

Downtown Train Station and Village Green

Land Use Designation Acres Percent
Single Family Detached 4,525 43.2
Single Family Attached 55 0.5
Moderate Density Multi Family B0 b.4
High Density Multi Family 29 0.3
Commercial £05 4.9
Oifices Only 225 2.2
Research, Development, Manufacturing, Warehousing 590 5.7
Institutional 285 2.7
Mired Use 398 3.8
Parks 803 7.6
Schools 180 1.8
Government B9 0.9
Open Space 100 i
Streets 200 19.1
TOTAL 10,464 100



Introduction 1

What is a Comprehensive Plan?

A Comprehensive Plan is a public document which establishes an overall strategy to guide the growth and
development of the community. Itis a policy statement aimed at the unified and coordinated physical and
social development of Arlington Heights. The Comprehensive Plan consists of the Comprehensive Plan Map
which indicates proposed land uses in the community, and the text of the Comprehensive Plan, including
GoalsandPolicies.Background material explaining the rationale forthe Comprehensive Plan can befoundin
the following documents:

1. Comprehensive Planning Program
Downtown Master Plan
Consolidated Plan; Housing
Bicycle and Pedestrian Policy Plan
STAR Line Master Plan

Hickory Kensington Area Plan

N o VAW

Thoroughfare and Transportation Policy Plan



1 Introduction

Comprehensive Planning Program

The Comprehensive Planning Program was initiated and approved by the Village Board of Trustees on March 4 and April 1, 1991.The
programobjectiveistodeveloplongrangeplansforspecified redevelopment, corridorand annexationareas.These studieswilladdress
thefuture developmentofvacantand/orunderdevelopedlandinselectedareasthroughouttheVillageinordertoensure properdevel-
opment within these areas.

Redevelopmentstudiesaddressissues such asland use, access, consolidation of parcels, proper utilization of land, parking lotinter-
connects, etc. for specific sites.

Corridor studies address many of the same issues, but with a broader scope than the more site specific redevelopment areas. Char-
acteristicsofacommercial corridorinclude: developedinalinearfashionalong majorroutes; residential areasdirectly abutting with
little or no screening; business developed incrementally with little relationship or connection to each other; and, showing signs of
age, deterioration, poor maintenance, vacant buildings, among others.

Annexationstudiesanalyzethesocialandeconomicissuesrelatedtoannexingareasdesignated onthe ComprehensivePlanmapas
potentialannexationareas.Thisversionofthe ComprehensivePlanincludesanewsectionon Corridorswhichdescribeeach corridor
and past efforts to improve each area.

llustrationfromSTARLineMasterPlan

Birds-eyerenderingoHidkory

Kensington Area Plan
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1 Introduction

Implementation

Tobeeffectivethe Comprehensive Planmust be utilized. The Plan’s purposeisto giveguidanceanddirection
inthe process of development of the Village. The policies within the Plan should be constantly referred to by
citizens and decision makers when weighing the assortment of development issues facing the Village.

Theformulationandenforcementofzoningandsubdivisionregulationsandacapitalimprovementprogram
is the principal means by which the village implements the objectives of the Comprehensive Plan.

Zoning Ordinance

Chapter 28 of the Municipal Code is adopted to promote and
protect the health, safety, and general welfare of the people of
Arlington Heights by regulating the use of land and buildingsin
the Village.

Subdivision Control Regulations

Chapter29ofthe Municipal Code governsthe designand layout
of subdivisions and the requirements for subdivision of land in
Arlington Heights. The subdivision regulations are intended to
provide for sound comprehensive development of the Village's
infrastructure.

Capital Improvement Program

The Capital Improvement Program (CIP) is the financial plan for
implementing public improvements such as new fire stations,
street improvements and major equipment purchases needed
tomeetthedemands of growth and developmentintheVillage.
The CIP schedules capital improvements over a period of time,
usuallyfiveyears,based upon some measure of presentand pro-
jected need, allowing the Village Board to plan ahead for future
expenditures and to set priorities.

Companiondocuments,includingbut notlimited toredevelop-
ment plans, may from time to time be amended or adopted by
theVillage Board to reinforce and support the goals and policies
oftheComprehensivePlan.Thecompaniondocumentsgeneral-
ly focus on a specificarea of concern and devote moreresources
towarddevelopingdetailedrecommendationsforimprovement
ordevelopmentthan can be expected fromthe Comprehensive
Plan.

Official Map

The Official Map identifies present and future public facilities
andimprovements such as parksand schools, fire stations, other
municipal uses, thoroughfares and bikeways in the Village. As a
planning tool, the Official Map allows the Village to identify ar-
easwherefuturepublicimprovementsareneeded, thusallowing
the Village to budget time and/or money to develop, improve
oracquire the resources needed to provide the improvement or
facility. The Official Map can be found in the Appendix.

Thoroughfare and Transportation Policy Plan

The Arlington Heights Thoroughfare and Transportation Poli-
cy Plan sets forth policies and recommendations addressing all
aspects of development and maintenance of the Village thor-
oughfarenetwork.ltprovidesdecisionmakerswithdirectionand
guidance when considering issues affecting the thoroughfare
network. The Plan was updated in October, 2012.

Downtown Master Plan

The Downtown Master Plan (originally approved in 1986) is a
planning tool setting forth recommendations for improving
downtown’s public environment and to enhance the down-
town’s business climate. It is the central feature of a strategy to
promote diversity and concentration of uses in the Downtown.
In 2006, the Plan was updated to reflect upon accomplishments
in redeveloping the Downtown and to evaluate what future im-
provements are needed over the next 15 years.

Citizen Participation

TheComprehensivePlananditscompaniondocumentsarestate-
ments ofthe community’s desiresand aspirationsresulting from
publicinput.Citizenparticipationisinitiatedearlyintheplanning
processtoallowopportunityforsuggestionsforimprovementor
change. Publicinput after the Plan is adopted is equally import-
ant because it provides Village officials and staff with the feed-
back needed to determine whether decisions have been made
consistent with the Plan’s goals and policies, or whether aspects
of the Plan need to be improved or changed to reflect changing
community needs and attitudes.
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CHAPTER 2

Goals and Policies

ChapterContentsGeneralPlanningl.andUseHousingandPopulationEconomidDevelopmentRecreationandOpenSpaceMunicipal
Services, Energy Efficiency and Conservation, Thoroughfare and Transportation, Downtown Master Plan

Goal Setting

The planning process is a series of steps which include goal setting, data collection, analysis of problems and
opportunities, plan formulation, implementation and evaluation. Of these steps, goal setting is certainly one
of the most basic and important steps. It is in this stage that citizens, local officials, and planners try to provide
answers to the most fundamental questions. What vision do we hold for the future quality of life in the Village?
What decisions shall we make to help meet the challenges of the present and of the future?

The Comprehensive Plan can be an effective instrument to guide the future only if it is based upon carefully
formulated goals and policies. Goals represent the general aim and direction of the Plan. Policies are courses or
methods of action selected, in the light of existing trends and future needs, to guide future decisions in pursuit
of goals.

Goals and Policies

Thegoalsand policies that follow establish the basis for continuity of the decision making process.They become
the basis for the direction of all other plans and documents relating to the Comprehensive Plan. Together the
goals and policies and the Comprehensive Plan Map comprise the Arlington Heights Comprehensive Plan.

Chapter Contents:

L
General Planning Municipal Services

Q Land Use
{ar

Housing and Population

Energy Efficiency and Conservation

Thoroughfare and Transportation

& v J

& Economic Development Downtown Master Plan

#f  Recreation and Open Space
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Goals and Policies 2

General Planning Goals

To maintain a self-sustaining community where people
may reside, pursue education, earn a living, shop, and
enjoy their leisure time.

To preserve and enhance nature and the existing
environment.

To permit the utilization of the full potential, talents,
capabilities, and productivity of all residents,
regardless of race, origin, color, religion, income, sex,
age, or education.

To create a flexible plan which will reflect changing
conditions.

To preserve physical resources of historic value which
exemplify the heritage of Arlington Heights.

L]
General Planning Policies

10.

11.

12.

To exercise due regard for the goals of neighboring
communities and other governmental units in
planning activities.

To focus on Village wide business development.

To develop effective transportation planning.

To promote affordable housing for various income
levels and housing types.

To maintain and improve Village infrastructure.

To promote and encourage sustainable based policies
and services.

To improve the overall quality of life.

To provide adequate facilities, improvements, and
institutions to adequately support all basic activities of
present and future residents. Foster economic growth
through necessary governmental actions. Initiate
Village and private business partnerships to create new
developments.

All developments should respect and take advantage
of land and natural features.

The Planning and Economic Development Programs
should stimulate citizen and business interest

and participation in community planning and
development processes.

To review and periodically update the entire
Comprehensive Plan.

Whenever specificland areasand/orexisting structures
come under review for general planning progress,

or in conjunction with a specific land use petition,
consideration should be given to identify, for possible
preservation purposes, land areas or buildings that
meet any of the following criteria:

A. Structures that exhibit a high quality of
architectural design reminiscent of the past.

B. Structures that exhibit unusual or distinctive
design, or construction techniques which
contribute to the architectural interest of its
environs either as an accent or a counter
point.

C. Land areas that have long provided na
established or familiar visual presence in
Arlington Heights by virtue of: a unique
location; distinctive physical characteristics;
or, historical association.

To analyze existing boundary agreements and
communicate with adjoining communities when
considering projects that could affect these
communities.

To provide a broad spectrum of recreational,

educational, social, cultural, and entertainment
opportunities to improve the quality of life.

12



Goals and Policies

Q Land Use Goals

Q Land Use Policies

13

To ensure that the general land use pattern and
relationships of all land uses remain or become
acceptable to the present and future community.

The remaining limited amount of undeveloped land
shall be utilized in a manner which benefits the
community.

The intensity of development should be related to
the location and availability of transportation
facilities.

Incompatible zoning should be avoided.

Only well planned commercial and industrial
developments should be built.

Remaining unincorporated land, adjoining or within
the Village, should be annexed only if beneficial
to the Village as a whole.

Future growth should be accommodated and
encouraged through a redevelopment program in
selected priority areas as defined in the
Comprehensive Planning Program.

To require quality planning in new developments
utilizing advanced land planning and development
concepts.Encouragemixedlanduse conceptsinproper
locations consistent with the Village’s Land Use Map.

Intensive developments should be limited to the
downtownarea,inareaswherethereisadequateaccess
to public transportation and those areas which are
adjacenttocontrolledaccessintersectionsand/ormajor
intersections, or in conjunction with an approved
redevelopment plan.

The rezoning of land should be considered only where
such rezoning is supported by detailed studies.

Encouragement should be given to commercial and
industrial developments which have safe access,
respect nearbyland uses, do notlandlock nearby land
parcels,andwhich can provideadequate screeningand
landscaping.

Determination of redevelopment sites should be based
upon the Village Comprehensive Planning Program.

Protect distinct functional areas from intrusion and
encroachment of incompatible uses.

Revitalize declining areas through rehabilitation,
redevelopment, and In-fill strategies as appropriate.



Goals and Policies 2

ﬁ} Population and Housing Goals

1 To preserve the basic single-family character of the Village.

To preserve and protect existing and future residential neighborhoods in the Village.

To encourage construction of necessary housing to meet present and future residential needs

consistent with Population & Housing Goals #1 and #2.

To encourage a wide variety of housing alternatives by type, size, and price range.

To maintain and improve property values.

To maintain the social and economic viability of neighborhoods.

To utilize good housing redevelopment concepts in areas where rehabilitation of existing

housing is not practical.

To encourage the development of an adequate residential population base in and around the

Downtown to improve its economic viability.

1} Population and Housing Policies

To construct a necessary amount of single-family
detached and attached single-family houses, and
multi-family housing to meet market demands
while maintaining a proper housing balance.

To protect present and future residential areas
from encroachment by other less desirable land
uses or improvements that could diminish quality of
life or property values.

To prepare and maintain results of demographic
and housing studies to assist in planning future
developments.

To utilize Federal, State, and local programs to assist
in the development of affordable housing while
retaining Village controls pursuant to the Village’s
affordable housing tool kit for homeownership
and rental units.

To construct smaller housing units necessary to
maintain smaller households in the community.

To provide a wide variety of housing for young,
elderly, disabled and single households, including
rental housing.

10

To enforce Village codes and regulations in order to
prevent housing deterioration and, when appropriate, to
utilize State, Federal, or local assistance programs.

To preserve and renovate housing of historic or aesthetic
value and upgrade and renovate public improvements
and facilities in Village neighborhoods.

To designate future redevelopment sites and proceed
with necessary steps leading to redevelopment of
selected sites pursuant to the Comprehensive Planning
Program.

To prepare realistic plans for the areas in and around

downtown with all necessary safeguards for fine
residential and historical properties.

14



2 Goals and Policies

o .
0 Economic Development Goals

1 To promote balanced economic growth through imaginative planning leading to a strong, vital
local economy.

2 Toworkcloselywithlocalbusinessestopromotetheirgrowthandexpansionand preventtheloss
of existing establishments.

3 To facilitate redevelopment and modernization of mature business and industrial areas of the
Village.
4 To attract new business enterprises by taking full advantage of Arlington Heights'location in the

transportation “hub” of the Midwest, as well as its labor market, business climate, educational
facilities and governmental resources.

5 To improve the downtown through rehabilitation and redevelopment of targeted properties
pursuant to the Downtown Master Plan and provide assistance to parties interested in the
rehabilitation and redevelopment of the Downtown.

6 To realize the full development potential of Arlington International Race Course.
7 To attract educational facilities and promote development of educational programs to maintain
the well trained labor market of Arlington Heights and meet the training and retraining needs of

tomorrow’s technology driven firms.

8 To effectively balance population, housing and economic growth with reasonable and effective
environmental safeguards to enhance the established quality of life in the village.

Arlington Racecourse

15



Goals and Policies 2

Economic Development Policies

Toundertakenecessaryresearchandplanningtocreate
information systems and implement programs which
promote balanced economic growth.

To assist businesses in transition by maintaining access
to resources and available space to facilitate
relocations and expansions.

To assist owners of outdated or deteriorated business
facilities with facility renovation and modernization.

To continue to enhance and maintain the Village

web site which highlights Arlington Heights’ unique
advantagesforbusinesstoattractinvestors,developers
and business owners.

To encourage rehabilitation and redevelopment of the
Downtown through improved public facilities and
additional financial assistance when appropriate.

@.'?6 Recreation and Open Space Goals

To protect the environment and provide adequate
resources for active and passive recreation.

To explore new concepts in recreational facilities.

To fully implement water detention and recreational
facilities.

Tomakeprovisionstoacquirefuturerecreationalland.

To encourage additional new types of parks and
recreational facilities such as linear parks,
vest-pocket playgrounds, neighborhood squares,
pedestrian and bicycle paths.

To fully develop present undeveloped park land
according to potential needs of residents while
utilizing existing facilities by means of expanding
recreational, educational, vocational, and cultural
programs.

In cooperation with ownership at the Arlington
International Race Course, prepare bold plans and
promote practical development of corporate office
structures, retail, hotel, convention, exhibition,
entertainment, sports and high density living in the
race course area.

To assist local educational institutions and work force
training organizations and access industrial training
programs to provide vital advanced technology
training.

To monitor existing business and industrial
establishments and comprehensively screen all new
development to mitigate any potential detrimental
effects on the community.

Downtown Arts Fair

16



2 Goals and Policies

[':% Municipal Services Goals

1 To provide adequate municipal services and facilities in
developingareasandimprovethemwherenecessaryin
the existing Village area.

2 To improve the economy and efficiency of municipal
services and facilities.

3 To promote the cooperation of all concerned
governmental agencies in planning, development, and
operation of services and facilities.

Vlllage of Arlington Heights Public Works

> Municipal Services Policies
0

1 To plan, in advance, for land acquisition for municipal
services and facilities for future development areas.

2 To establish priority systems, corresponding to
budgetary resources utilizing new technology to
improve municipal services and facilities.

3 To economize expenditures, streamline the operation
through joint operations. Merge Village operations with
other units of government if such action will bring
improvements and savings.

Arlington Heights Fire Station No. 1

17



Goals and Policies 2

+
./ Energy Efficiency and Conservation Goals

1. To link transportation and land use in order to enhance 5. To optimize tree planting and protection of existing
transit options for residents and the labor force. trees for maximum carbon reduction and to (]
water conservation measures.
2. To promote and encourage energy efficiency for
residential and commercial buildings. 6. Keep abreast of new policies and research regarding
energy efficiency and provide support for local, state,
3. Encourage the use of renewable energy and resources and Federal efforts to promote energy conservation
such as solar, wind, geothermal, and bio fuels. measures.
4, Continuetopromoteandencouragebothresidentsand 7. Educate and Promote using Public Relations to
businesses to reduce waste and increase recycling. encourage energy conservation and support for the

Village Energy Efficiency Conservation Strategy.

@ Thoroughfare and Transportation Goals

1 To promote the adequacy, efficiency, convenience, aesthetics and safety of traffic and
transportation.

2 To promote and coordinate transportation systems, including public transportation, through co
operation with other involved agencies and other communities, when such improvements benefit
the Village.

3 To minimize conflict between vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

4 To provide for bicycle traffic, preferably separated from vehicular traffic.

5 To improve the aesthetics of existing traffic facilities.

6 To minimize the need for the operation of individual vehicles within the Village.

7 To ensure that the character of and quality of life in the Village is not adversely affected by future

traffic and transportation improvements.
8 Encourage public participation in planning thoroughfare network improvements.

9 Review traffic calming measures in residential areas.

18



2

Goals and Policies

@ Thoroughfare and Transportation Policies

To schedule, plan, and construct necessary physical
improvements including widening, turning &
bays and other appropriate improvements if
appropriate before serious problems develop.

To establish close cooperation with adjoining
communities and other agencies for traffic and
transportation planning and implementation.

To construct safe pedestrian walkways separate from
automotive traffic.

To establish safe bicycle path systems away from
motorized traffic where the volume of bicycle traffic
through cooperation with other agencies (i.e., Park
District, Commonwealth Edison, and bicycle clubs) will
justify such investments.

Village of Arlington Heights Train Station

19

Tolandscape, where possible, arterial roadways; screen
parking areas; improve street graphics; and 1 ]
the appearance of signalization and other elements
related to traffic and transportation.

To explore and implement alternate modes of local
transportation such as minibus, tramway, monorail, van
and carpooling, and establish locations for parking
facilities.

To examine all proposed traffic and transportation
improvement projects from the aspect of impact on
local housing, neighborhoods, business and industry.




Goals and Policies

2

Downtown Master Plan

Vision:

A Downtown that is recognized as the business, cultural and entertainment heart of Arlington Heights —
offering a thriving business climate, a sense of community and residential pride and is viewed as a desired
destination for all residents of the Northwest suburbs.

)

Downtown Master Plan Objectives

1. Promotediversityand concentrationofusein
the downtown core.

2. Create a quality pedestrian environment.

3. Strengthen downtown’s residential base by
encouraging additional residential
development.

4. Create a unique identity and positive image.

5. Promote quality development through
design review.

6. Emphasize public / private partnerships in
implementation.

10.

Emphasize early action and tangible results.

Facilitate growth and development of
selected areas including guidelines for
redevelopment.

Develop retail strategy to attract and retain
quality commercial businesses.

Evaluateandrecommendfundingoptionsfor
long term infrastructure needs,
redevelopment, special events and
marketing.

Develop a marketing plan and strategy,
including a communication plan, for
downtown.

Bird's-eye view of Downtown Arlington Heights
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2 Goals and Policies

Comprehensive Planning Program Goals and Objectives

Annexation Studies Goal: Todeterminethe viability of annexing remaining unincorporated areas
adjacent to the Village as designated on the Comprehensive Plan.

Objective 1: Analyzeand assess the fiscalimpacts of annexation for both the village

.

and affected property owners.

Objective 2: Identifyallissues, fiscal,socialand otherwise, that pertaintothe particu-
lar area being studied.

Corridor Plans Goal: To improve upon existing conditions which detract from the overall
functioning of the corridor.

Objective 1: Develop astrong and positive image and appearance which establish-
es a unified image and sense of place which reinforces and supports
commercial and economic activities along the corridor.

Objective 2: Createasystemofon-and off-street parking facilities which adequately
serve the needs of commercial uses within the corridor in a safe and
functional manner.

Objective 3: Promote asafe and effective traffic circulation system which adequate-
ly accommodates the varied types of traffic movement utilizing the
corridor.

Objective 4: That development activities within the corridor be compatible with
adjacent non-residential and residential uses.

Redevelopment Plans Goal: To assure that the future development of blighted, vacant and/or un-
derdeveloped land in selected areas throughout theVillage is properly
developed.

Objective 1: To limit the effects of piecemeal development by encouraging dh
cohesive development.

Objective 2: 2Tolimittheimpactsof non-residential usesonadjacentresidential uses
by providing adequate buffering and screening.

Objective 3: To promote and enhance the economic vitality of each redevelopment
area.
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Goals and Policies 2

Comprehensive Plan Map

The use of land greatly affects the quality of life in Arlington Heights. The Comprehensive Plan Mapillustrates
desired land uses and theirlocation throughout theVillage. Also, the map identifies existing and future thor-
oughfaresin Arlington Heights illustrating their relationship to the use of land across the Village. The map s
updated annually and included as an insert as part of this document.
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CHAPTER 3

Housing and Population

ChapterContentsPurposePopulationCharacteristicsHouseholdCharacteristicsHousingCharacteristicsSummaryGrowthofViunicipalLimits
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Overthepast25years,theVillage'spopulationhasundergoneseveralchanges.Thepopulationhasgrown
older, household size has declined, and more non-traditional households are being formed. All these
changes have hadanimpacton the housing demandintheVillage, such as the demand for multi-family
and senior housing. Many “empty nesters”are looking to downsize their housing needs by selling their
homesand purchasing smallerand easierto maintain condominiumsorrenting. Manywish toremainin
theVillage, therefore creating the high demand for multi-family housing. At the same time, new families
aremovingintothe homessold by the older population, thus creatinganincrease in elementary school
enrollments. Although the'Great Recession’from 2007 to 2012 negatively impacted housing values, the
Village has seen arecentincrease in values with the economic recovery. Housing ownership nationally
hasdeclinedasmorepersonsrentapartments,which hasincreased demandforrentalapartmentsinthe
country and Village as well.

As theVillage continues to mature, maintenance of the existing housing stock will be one of the prima-
ry concerns. Encouraging preservation and renovation of existing housing and enforcement of proper-
ty maintenance codes are the primary ways to preserve neighborhood character and property values.
Housing programsforlowand moderateincome personstofacilitate homeimprovementswill also con-
tribute to maintenance of the housing stock. The Village has also begun to see the replacement of older
homes with new, larger homes as available land for new homes decreases.

Theaffordability of housingintheVillageisanother concernasthevalue of homes continuestoincrease
aswellasaveragerentsintheVillage.ProgramssuchastheSingle Family Rehabilitation Programandthe
AffordableHousingTrustFundwillhelplowand moderateincomepersonsliveand maintaintheirhomes
inArlingtonHeights.MoredetailontheVillage'shousingpolicyandaffordablehousingcanbereferenced
in the Consolidated Plan.

The quality of life in Arlington Heights is the community’s greatest asset and it is reinforced by the qual-
ity of housing and the character of the Village's neighborhoods. Preserving the character of the Village,
maintainingandimproving neighborhood propertyvalues,and providingawidevariety of housing op-
portunities in the community the primary issues facing the Village.

Chapter Contents:

Population Characteristics
Household Characteristics
Housing Characteristics

Growth of Village Municipal Limits
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Housing and Population

Purpose

29 Population Characteristics

The purpose of this section is to provide Village policy and deci-
sion makers with information to aid their decision-making pro-
cess. This section provides a detailed profile of the population
and housing characteristics of the Village. Also, needs or areas of
concern are identified which may require the Village's attention
orinterventioninordertomaintainandimprove thehhousingin-
ventory and opportunities for housing in the Village. The goals
and policies of the Comprehensive Plan directly result from the
data included in this section.

The Village experienced tremendous growth in the 1950’s and
1960's when the population grewfrom 8,727in 1950to 64,884 in
1970. Growth slowed in the 1970, increasing to 66,116 in 1980,
however the Village experienced another growth spurt in the
1980'sasthe populationreached 75,460in 1990.The population
peakedin2000at 76,031 asit slightly declinedin2010to 75,101.
Thisdecreasewas mostlyattributabletoanincreaseinvacancies
duetoforeclosuresfromthe’greatrecession'whichbeganin2007.
Asvacancies declineand new housing s built, the population of
Arlington Heights is estimated to reach 86,059 persons by 2040
(source: Chicago Metropolitan Agencyfor Planning’GOTO 2040’
RegionalPlan).Thisincreaseinpopulation,ifrealized,wouldlikely
be the result of more dense housing in designated redevelop-
mentareas.Inadditionannexationofunincorporatedresidential
areaswouldaddtothe population.The medianage of theVillage
population has continuedtoincreasefrom36.7in 1990t042.7in
2010, which reflects a regional and national trend.

Figure 1. Population Growth from 1880 to 2020
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Housing and Population

29 AgeofPopulation

25

In addition to the growth of the population, the median
age in the Village has increased from 25.8 in 1970 to 32.2
in 1980, 36.7 in 1990 and 42.7 in 2010. This trend reflects
the nation as a whole and is expected to continue. Figure
2 below delineates theVillage population by age group for
1990,2000and 2010.Theincreaseinthe medianage ofthe
population can be attributed to the large number of “ba-
by-boomers”Inaddition,peoplearelivinglonger,therefore
the 65+ age group has continued to increase from 4% of
the total population in 1970 to 8% in 1980, 12% in 1990,
16% in 2000 and 17% in 2010.

Anotherfactor contributing to the number of 65+ persons
wasthedevelopmentoftwolargeseniorhousingcomplex-
es- LutherVillage and the Moorings, during the 1980’sand
90's. Although the population is aging, the Village has still
experiencedwaivesofnewfamilieswithchildren,therefore
creating recent increases in elementary school aged chil-
dren.

29 RacialComposition

Minority population hascontinuedtoincreaseintheVillage
to 12% in 2010, up from 3% in 1980 and 7% in 1990.

Figure3.VillagePopulationbyRace-2014
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Housing and Population

Household Characteristics

The number of householdsin the Village of Arlington Heights increased dramatically since 1980. In 1980,
there were 22,218 households. By 1990, the number increased by 29% to 28,810.In 2010 the number of
householdswas30,919.Households are occupied housing units, therefore these numbers differfrom the
total number of housing units. Figure 4 below compares housing growth in Arlington Heights to Cook
County

Figure 4. Household Characteristics - Village of Arlington Heights and Cook County

Number of Households
Village of Arlington Heights 28,810 30,763 30,919 7.3%
Cook County 1,879,488 1,974,181 1,966,356 4.6%

Thenumberofhouseholdshasbeenincreasing nationallyasaresultofavariety offactorsincludingthein-
creasingnumberofonepersonhouseholds,moreworkingwomen,increaseddivorcerates,lowermarriage
rates,decreasedbirthrates,andagrowingnumberofelderly persons.Althoughthenumberofhouseholds
has been increasing, the average size of households has continued to decrease due to the factors listed
above. This trend is expected to continue. Average household size is depicted in Figure 5 below.

Figure 5. Average Household Size - 1990, 2000, 2010

Persons per Household 2.61 2.60 2.55

As mentioned above, various factors have led to the decline in household size. In 1970, single person
households comprised 9% of all households, compared to 18% in 1980, 24% in 1990, and 30% in 2010.
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Housing and Population

Housing Characteristics

Thetotalnumberofhousing unitsintheVillageincreased significantlyfrom 1980to 1990as 7,239 units were
constructed,anincrease of 32%. Since 1990, an additional 2,367 units have been built. Most of the additional
housing stock since 1980 has resulted from town house, condominium, apartment, and senior housing de-
velopments. Since 1990 most of the new development has been in the downtown. Figure 6 below indicates
the number of housing units in the Village since 1950. Housing units are projected to reach 34,102 by 2040.

Figure 6. Total Housing Units Since 1950

Year Tiriad Mumnber of Housing: Linits
1950 2,255
1950 7.273
1570 16,511
1580 11,189
1930 30,428
2000 31725
2010 32,795

Housing Characteristics

Almost 51% of the housing in Arlington Heights was constructed prior to 1970, therefore 49% of the
housing stock is less than 45 years old. Only 22% of the housing stock was constructed prior to 1960.
Figure 7 below depicts the age of housing in the Village.

Figure 7. Age of Housing Stock - 2010

0-10 1529 4.7%
14 - 20 2973 g1%
20 - 30 5,104 15 6%
X1 -40 7,258 22 7%
40 - 60 12,387 37.8%
BH 2450 75%
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Housing and Population 3

A Type of Housing

Thereisavariety of housing types in the Village, which has
grown even more varied since 1985 with downtown de-
velopment. Single family homes consisted of 65% of the
housingtypesin 1985decreasingto59%in 1990.Currently
in2015, singlefamily homes consist of approximately 57%
ofthe housing types.This figure is expected to slightly de-
creaseifmoremulti-familyresidentialisconstructed.Rent-
alunitscomprised 24%ofthetotal unitsin2010,compared
to 26% in 1980.

(7 Value of Housing

The median home value in 1990 was $171,798, rising to
$222,900 in 2000. This includes single family homes, du-
plexes,townhomesandcondominiums.In2012the medi-
anvaluewas $286,100. Median rents have risen from $692
in 1990 to $1,103 in 2012. Median rents are expected to
continue to increase as higher end rental developments
are constructed. The Village's affordable housing policy
includes the provision of affordable units based on a per-
centage of total units being proposed.

Summary

Housingaffordability,maintenanceofthehousingstock,andmeetingthedemandfordifferinghousingtypes
inthe future pose the greatest challenges to theVillage. Detailed information on theVillage’s policy towards
housingrelatedissuesis providedinthe Consolidated Plan, afiveyear planwhich outlinesthe housing needs
andpriorities of theVillage.Inaddition, theVillagein 2013 collaborated with neighboringmunicipalitiesona
housingstudyforthe sub-region.Thisstudy“HomesforaChanging Region”providesinsightintotheVillage’s
current and future housing needs and affordability.
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3 Housing and Population

Growth of Village Municipal Limits - 1920 to Present

29



Housing and Population 3

30



CHAPTER 4

Economic Development

Chapter Contents: Purpose, Market Setting, Market Characteristics, Economic Indicators, Areas of Focus

The local economy is dynamic, always changing. It draws its strength from the region’s vast labor pool,
capitalandnaturalresources,superiortransportationnetworkandeducationandresearchfacilities. There
isgreatdiversityinthelocal economy, essential toits strength and versatility. Yet, itisinextricably bound
to the gyrations of the national- and global- economy.

The characteristics of the Arlington Heights market make it attractive to investors and entrepreneurs,
andinfluencetheemployment,serviceandshoppingopportunitiesavailablein ArlingtonHeights. Avail-
ability ofjobsandretail businessintheVillage eventuallyincrease the desirability of our neighborhoods.
Economic growth invariably affects the local government’s ability to provide essential services to resi-
dentsand businesses.The emerging trends in commerce and industry and changing employment and
shopping habits in the Village are responses to more sophisticated needs and desires of the consumer,
business and industry. Increased mobility of the population has expanded the market area and labor
poolforthearea'sretailersandemployers.Competitionforcommunityinvestmenthasextendedbeyond
neighboring communities to reach national and international markets.

To ensure that opportunities for continued development of the Arlington Heights economy existin the
future the Village should pay careful attention to the changing characteristics of the market, producers
and retailers in the Village, actively work to retain existing business and industry, and maintain and im-
prove community assets, the transportation network, and its telecommunications infrastructure.

Chapter Contents:
Purpose
The purpose of this section is to provide Village policy and 44 .
decision makers withinformationto aid their decision-mak- 28 The Market Settmg

ing process. This section provides a detailed profile of the
localeconomy, pastand present, andidentifiesareas of con- Economic Indicators
cernrequiringtheVillage'sattentionorinterventioninorder
tostrengthenandimprovethelocaleconomy.Thissectionis

intended to provide input into the formulation of the goals

and policies of the Comprehensive Plan.

Areas of Focus
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Economic Development 4
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& The Market Setting

The Arlington Heightseconomyis notisolated nor self-sufficient.
At one time Arlington Heights' businesses competed within a
small geographic area for trade, labor and capital. Gradually, in-
dustry and commerce in Arlington Heights grew to depend on
theregionforits resources.The growing number of foreign com-
panies establishing operationsin the Northwest suburbs is testi-
mony to the global expansion of trade in all sectors of commerce
and industry today.

The local economy benefits from the wealth of resources in the
region.The local road network provides convenient access to all
points in the metropolitan area. The adjacent interstate system
places the Arlington Heights'market area within a day’s drive of
over one-third of the U.S. population. The Union Pacific railroad
provides timely transportation for commuter and freight traffic.
ThehundredsofdailydomesticandinternationalflightsatO’'Hare
International Airport enable the Arlington Heights market to
reach all points of the globe.

ArlingtonHeightsislocatedinthethirdlargestmetropolitanarea,
behind New York and Los Angeles. Chicagoland trials only New
York in the number of Fortune 500 companies headquartered
here, which include high tech firms such as Motorola and AT &T.

The quality of life in Arlington Heights is enriched by the recre-
ation, cultural,and entertainment opportunities which abound
in Arlington Heights and the region. World-class museums, the-
ater, opera and dance are located in Chicago and venues for all
types of popularentertainmentand sports are found across the
region.

Theregionishostto several universitiesand numerousresearch
facilities. Major universities such as Northwestern University,
University of Chicago, University of Illinois at Chicago, DePaul
University, Loyola University and lllinois Institute of Technology
aredeveloping partnerships with local businessandindustry to
improvetheregion’seconomy.Many of the State’s major univer-
sities,includingNorthernlllinoisUniversity,havebeguntoestab-
lishsatellitecampusfacilitiesinthe suburbstoworkmoreclosely
withgovernment,businessandindustry.Convenientcampuslo-
cations suchasRoosevelt Universityin Schaumburg and Harper
Community Collegein Palatineallow residentsto continue their
education and improve work skills, as well as Robert Morris Uni-
versity in Arlington Heights.

The curriculum and research conducted by academia in the re-
gionsupportsrelatedactivitiesatavarietyof privateandgovern-
mentresearchfacilitiesintheregion.Thisresearchhelpsindustry
develop new and improved processes and products for appli-
cationin business and industry and expands the base of knowl-
edge from which to build the future.
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4 Economic Development

Economic Indicators

The Arlington Heights economy is greater than the sum of its parts. Examination of key economicindicators
can provide onlyasnapshot of each segment of the economy butis usefulin revealing the characteristics of
the local economy.

Construction Activity

Construction activity has adirectand indirect economic benefit to the local economy in terms of jobs
createdand dollarsspentintheVillage.TheVillage benefitted greatly inthe buildingboomyearsinthe
1950's and 1960's, and to a lesser degree the mid to late 1980’s. However, as the Village matures, less
land will be available for development, therefore redevelopment has become and will continue to be
very important to the Village's economy.

Figure 8. Value of New Construction - 2005 to 2013 (Note: not adjusted for CPI)
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Economic Development 4

Employment

Local employmentis usually viewed from the perspective of the work force and labor force. The work
force may be defined as the number of persons employed in Arlington Heights regardless of their
place of residence. The labor force is defined as those persons 16 years of age or older residing in Ar-
lington Heights regardless of their place of employment.

Figure 9. Employment Change
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4 Economic Development

Work Force

From 1979 to 1990, the number of jobs in the Village grew by 159% from 18,248 to 47,305, while during
the same time period, job growth in northwest suburban Cook County was 60%. Much of the job growth
during this period was in wholesale, retail, service and financial industries. Since 1990, the Village job
growthrate hasfluctuated, peakingin 2000 at 53,982 jobs. During the decade plus from 2000t0 2011, the
workforce declined to 44,007. Preliminary data suggests jobs will increase to 48,028 in 2014.

Figure 10. Arlington Heights Work Force
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Chapter

| Chapter
4

Labor Force

Unemployment in Arlington Heights has historically been 3% to 4% below that of the nation as a
whole, State and County. The primary reason for this is due to the high level of education attained by
its residents. 52% of Arlington Heights residents over the age of 25 have attained at least an under-
graduatedegreefromacollege oruniversity; over 20% have attained graduate degrees. Over the past
30yearstheVillage unemploymentrate has averaged around 4%.The unemploymentrate increased
toaround 8% during the'Great Recession’but since has dropped closer to the average for the Village.

Figure 12. Unemployment Rate 1986 - 2014
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4 Economic Development

Figure 14.LaborForce Employment by Occupation
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AlthoughtheVillagehasexperiencedsignificantchangeinindustrialuses, thelaborforceemployment
changedslightlybyindustry (Figure 13)andbyoccupation (Figure 14)from 1970t02015.Thelaborforce
apparently adapted quickly to the changes occurring in industry becauseitis highly skilled, well-edu-
cated and experienced.

Otherinterestingobservationsonthelaborforceinclude:approximately 2,584 (6.7%) worked athome
in2015 comparedtoabout 1,500 persons who worked at homein 1990; the average commute timein
1980 was 23.1 minutes, rising to 27.9 minutes in 1990, increasing to 29.7 in 2015.

Income Characteristics

In1990, medianhouseholdincomewas$51,331.By2010median householdincomewas $68,613.Total
personal income in the Village was $2.58 billion in 2005 rising to $3.0 billion in 2014.

Percapitaincomein 1990was $22,864.In 2014 per capitalincomerose to $40,277. Approximately 17%

of households earned over $150,000 annually in 2010. Another 17% earned between $100,000 and
$150,000.
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Economic Development 4

Retail Sales

Retail sales activity occurs across Arlington Heights in 38
shopping centers totalingalmost 3.3 million square feet. The
largest concentration of retail square footage is in the Rand
Road/ Arlington Heights Road/Palatine Road area. This area
comprises 1.3 million square feet of retail space, which is
39% of the Village total. The Village experienced a commer-
cial boom in retail space during the 1980’s, when 1.8 mil-
lion square feet was built. Since 1990, the Village has gained
142,000 square feet of retail space. The competition among
Arlington Heights merchants for consumers is made all the
more keen by competition from establishments in adjacent
communities. The transportation network encourages con-
sumer mobility and requires creative marketing and promo-
tion on the part of merchants to capture available consumer
dollars. Woodfield, Deer Park and Randhurst malls are mag-
netsforprimaryandsecondaryretailactivityandtheirmarket
areas overlap Arlington Heights.

: The growing popularity of off-price retailing and other re-
¢ tailing concepts will affect consumer shopping habits and
: thenatureofcompetitionamongestablished businessesin
¢ ArlingtonHeights.Market segmentationisbecomingmore
: sophisticated. Itis likely that the Village will see more rapid
i creation and demise of businesses in the future as retailers
: attemptto market productstoincreasingly specialized tar-
get markets within the Village.

i Theinternetisalsoimpacting how people shop. Retail sales
: in Arlington Heights have increased over the past 20 years
: t0 $1.19 billionin 2014. Due to the “Great Recession”, sales
. decreasedtoslighly below $1billionin 2009, but have since
: recovered to its highest level.

Figure 15. Retail Sales - 2000 to 2014
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Figure16A.VillageRetailSalesComparison-1995/2014

Category ($ millions) 1085 Salas 1;:3? 2014 Salas ;:::::1
General Merchandma So0.1 9. 4% S68.5 5. 7%
Food 149,86 15.5% 52001 16, 0%
Drinking/Eating Places 590.1 g 4% S5146.7 12.3%
Appdaral #33.0 3.4% 38.7 3. 1%
Furniture/HH/Radio cE1.8 8.5% CR7.S 7.3%
LumbanBldgHanchaars £57T.1 5 8% S48 2 & 1%,
Auto & Filling Stations CIUE.6 24.6% L2E0.3 23 5%
Crugs & MisciRetal 3140.7 14 5% 51622 13.8%
Agriculture & all Others 549.8B 5. 2% %136.9 11.5%
ManuTacturing 334 3.5% =25.1 2. 1%
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4 Economic Development

Market Share of Retail Sales

The Village's share of retail sales, based upon sales tax receipt data, of 10 surrounding communities
is 12%, 3rd only to Schaumburg and Mt. Prospect in Northwest Cook County. Figure 16 presents
market shares by retail category for the 10 communities.

Figure 16 B. Market Shares by Community and Retail Category - 2014

Drinkin Lumber
Community ;;ﬂ {;’;E':hﬂ' Food & ] Apparel  Furniture & D{'ﬂ"g: &

' Eating Hardware "
Arlington Heights  12% 8% 20% 14% 9% 18% 11% 10%
Mount Prospadt 14% 13% 2% i 3% 5% 17% 28%
Prospect Heights 1% 0% 4% b 0% 0% 0% 1%
Palatine 2% 10 15% i 1% 2% 12% T9%
Rolling Meadows I% 11% % % 0% 2% 0% 2%
Schaumburg 1% 3d% 16% 35% B1% 58% 10% 1%
Elk Grove Village 10% 7% 6% % 0% 5% 20% 6%
Wheelng 6% 12% % 5 0% % 5% 3%
Hoffman Estates B B% 14% B 2% 35 0% 10%
Buffalc Grove 6% 0% 8% 5% 1% 4% 19% 10%

Market penetrationrepresentsacommunity’sshareofretail salesincontrasttothetradearea'sresident
generated retail sales potential. For other communities the size of Arlington Heights witha downtown
shoppingdistrict,community shopping centers,and numerous strip shopping centers, market pene-
trationisusuallybetween5%and 10%.Communitieswithamajormalland surrounding powercenters
typically command higher market penetration levels of between 14% and 15% of total expenditures
withinthe trade area. The market penetration of the Village of Arlington Heightsin relation toits trade
area was approximately 30%.

Retail Stores and Restaurants
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Areas of Focus

Economic Diversity

The economy of Arlington Heights is a delicate interaction of
labor, capital and community resources. Maintaining diversity
andvariety inthe Arlington Heights economy provides twore-
sults: a strong economy resilient to periods of boom and bust
andastabletaxbase. Diversity helpsto maketheeconomyless
susceptible to the business cycles peculiar to every business
and industry. Variety fosters a more competitive environment
and benefitsall the participantsin the Arlington Heights econ-
omy.

The local economy directly affects the ability and means with
which government services are provided to the residents and
businesses of Arlington Heights. Revenue used to pay for gov-
ernment services comes from a variety of sources but the ma-
jorrevenuesourcesare salestax(21%), property tax (40%),and
state income tax (9%). Changes in the local economy affect
these resources and the ability of the Village government to
maintain present service levels. For example, with more than
41% of the retail sales in Arlington Heights going towards the
purchase of durable goods (autos, furniture, appliances, and
home improvement materials) the local economy and Village
sales tax revenues can suffer during national recessions as oc-
curredin1991-92andin2007-2012.Fortunately,theVillagehas
adiverse commercial environment with a healthy mix of retail-
ers, auto dealerships, restaurants, food stores, and hotels.

TheVillagebudgetdependsheavily onsalestaxrevenuefor
its General Fund operating budget. Therefore it is impera-
tivethattheVillage continuetoincreasesalestaxesthrough
businessattractionandredevelopmentofunderperforming
retail areas.

The equalized assessed valuation of land in the Villageis an
important consideration for the Village's bond holders and
creditors,andisanindicationofthe privatesector'sfaithand
confidence in the community as a place in which to invest.
The equalized assessed value of land in the Village has his-
torically increased most years, however from 2009 to 2013
there was a large decrease of 33% due to the recession. As
the economy continues to improve, the assessed values
should start to increase to pre-recession levels.

Real growth of the Village's EAV in the future will occur only
with dense, mixed-use infill redevelopment in the Village,
andwith the naturalincreasesinthe assessed value.Itis un-
likely theVillage's reliance on these revenue sources can be
avertedinthefuture.Greateremphasisonprovidingdiversi-
ty and variety in local employment, shopping, housing and
investment opportunities will allow the Village's budget to
withstand some of the effects caused by the cyclical nature
of the economy.

Figure 17. Revenue Growth for Four Village Revenue Sources
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Figure 18. Village Equalized Assessed Valuation - 2007 to 2013
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Business Attraction and Retention

The focus of much economic development activity in the re-
gion today is attraction of new employment and shopping
opportunities. Arlington Heightsisfortunate tohavein place
much of the infrastructure needed to attract investment to
thecommunity:roadsand utilities, schoolsand parks, diverse
housing,andestablishedgovernmentservices.Industrialand
business attraction efforts are necessary in order to compete
in the marketplace with other communities in pursuit of pri-
vateinvestmentand job creation in the Village. These efforts
should not be the only economic development activity un-
dertakenbytheVillage.Retention of existing businessandin-
dustryshouldbeof paramountconcern.Businessretentionis
importantbecauseitencouragesexistingbusinessandindus-
try to continue to make investments in the community cre-
ating more jobs, sales and savings. Retention efforts lack the
glamour of business attraction but business retention main-
tains the diversity vital to a healthy economy. Moreover the
odds of successful retention are slightly enhanced because
the business is already in the Village, and new opportunities
for growth and development may be discovered during the
process.

i

2011

2012 2013

The portfolio of grants, loans and other forms of financial
assistance and inducements currently maintained by the
Village may be used more often in the future as more busi-
nesses turn to the Village for assistance in establishing a
new business or expand an existing enterprise in Arlington
Heights. There are an array of local, state and federal tools
the Village can use to protect and improve its economy
and should work towards promoting tools available to the
business community including Cook County property tax
abatements;taxincrementfinancingandindustrialrevenue
bonds.Eachprogram hasitsrequisite objectivesandcriteria
foruseindetermininganapplicant’seligibility,suitability,and
maximum amount of funding for a given project or activity,
buttheysharethegoalofassistingbusinessdevelopmentin
Arlington Heights.The Village should market the programs
to the business community in order to create interest and
awareness to find prospective recipients for the programs.
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Transportation

The economic well-being of Arlington Heights relies on an
efficienttransportationnetwork.Businessesneedtranspor-
tationtoprovidesafe,convenientaccesstotheircustomers,
suppliersandemployees.Trafficcongestioncouldbecomea
detrimenttoeconomicdevelopmentinthefutureinArling-
tonHeightsandtheimmediate areaif mitigating measures
arenotemployednow.Greateruseofpublictransportation,
carpoolingandstaggeredworkhoursareafewinexpensive
options. Land use decisions and site design requirements
areadditional solutionswhich can haveanimpactontraffic
circulation.Inaddition, thelllinois DepartmentofTranspor-
tationhasadoptedtheStrategicRegional Arterial program,
which defines a region wide network of arterial streets to
study to improve circulation. There are five SRA’s in the Vil-
lage: Lake-Cook Road, Rand Road, Palatine Road, Golf Road
and Algonquin Road from Golf Road northwesterly. With
the expansion of I-90in 2015-2016, the new four lane cross
section will allow for bus rapid transit. Also discussed for
thefutureisthe STARLine, which would include new Metra
commuter rail service along 1-90 from O’Hare to Hoffman
Estates, then south through the far western suburbs to the
Naperville area.

Maintaining and Improving Community Assets

The Village should be concerned about maintaining and
improvingthecommunitycharacteristicsandassetswhich
make Arlington Heights a desirable place in which to live,
conduct business, and invest. The variety of housing, ed-
ucation and cultural opportunities in the Village and the
characteristics of the population and work force have a di-
rect impact on development of the local economy.

Metropolis Performing Arts Center
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CHAPTER 5

Recreation

ChapterContentsPurposePopulationCharacteristicsGovernmentaRelationshipsExistingParkdnventory,
Future Park Development, Areas of Concern

Purpose

The availability and variety of recreational opportunities generally contribute to the quality of life in Ar-
lingtonHeights.The programsandfacilities provided by the Park Districtsimprove humandevelopment
and the local environment.

The changes occurring in the Village population affect the delivery of recreation services. Demand for
recreationopportunitiesisdirectlyrelatedtotheamountofleisuretime,incomeand mobilityonthepart
ofthepopulation.Theresourceswithwhich to providerecreation opportunitiesare limited:thereisonly
so much land available for parks and recreation demands are varied and growing.

Recreation experiences are available in a variety of settings throughout the Village. TheVillage and Park
Districts have worked hard to provide recreation areas which are compatible with the surrounding area
and contribute to the environment.

TheVillage hasin placethetoolsandpoliciestohelptheParkDistrictsacquiretheadditionallandneeded

to achieve their objective. The high standards set by the Village and Park Districts are the community’s
assurance that recreation opportunities in Arlington Heights will continue to be a community asset.

Chapter Contents:

The purpose of this section is to provide Village policy and de-

cision makers with information about the recreation opportu- S
nities in the community to aid their decision-making process. il Governmental Relationships

This section profiles the response to the public’s demand for
recreational facilities and programs in the Village and explains
the relationship between the Village and Park Districts. Areas
of concerns and needs are identified in order to help the Park

Distric.t's proyide t.he very bgst leisure time opportunities and EZE Future Park Development
experiences in Arlington Heights. B
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29 Population Characteristics

Since 1990, the population growth of Arlington Heights has sta-
bilized. Growth over the next 20 years will be minimal, however,
the average age of the population will continue to rise as de-
scribed in the Housing and Population section. The aging of the
population has and will continue to have animpact on the Park
District programs and facilities. The emphasis of programming
will continue to provide a more balanced approach, providing
notonlyyouthoriented, butadultandseniororiented programs
as well.

P N
Ul Governmental Relationships

Sculptural Element in a Park

The ArlingtonHeights Park Districtisresponsiblefordeveloping
and maintaining recreational facilities and administering recre-
ational programs for most of Arlington Heights. However, por-
tions of the Village are served by the Buffalo Grove Park District,
SaltCreekParkDistrict, Palatine Parkdistrictand the MountPros-
pect Park District. Park Districts are independent government
bodies governed by an elected Board of Commissioners having
the power to levy and collect taxes, issue bonds, and purchase
land and services. Unlike the Village government, Park Districts
can not regulate the use and development of land in Arlington
Heights.

The Village performs an advisory and supportive role, and in
someinstances aregulatory role, in the park development pro-
cess.TheVillage can help the Park Districts achieve their objec-
tivesbyusingit’s statutory powerstoreserveland forfuture park
development, obtain park sites from developers through cash
contributions or land dedications, and controlling the type and
density of developmentacrosstheVillage.TheVillage'sland use
decisions can increase demand for recreation opportunities or
altertheParkDistricts'taxbase.Thisrelationshipappliestoallthe
Park Districts which have jurisdiction within Arlington Heights’
municipal boundaries.

Open space administration and development is also provided
by the County Forest Districts in Cook County and Lake County.
These agencies provide open space and a variety of recreation
opportunities on a regional scale. The Districts’Ned Brown For-
estPreserveisimmediatelysouthof ArlingtonHeightsandother
preserves are within a short driving distance.

Intergovernmentalcooperationhasexpandedrecreationoppor-
tunitiesforresidentsin Arlington Heightsand adjacentcommu-
nities. The Arlington Heights Park District has reciprocal agree-
ments with the Mount Prospect Park District, Buffalo Grove Park
Districtand Rolling Meadows Park District which allow non-res-
idents to use facilities and programs in the other Park Districts
subject to certain conditions. These agreements are renewed
periodically and permit the participating park district to con-
centrate on the facilities and programs it can best provide, thus
avoiding costly duplication of facilities, programs and adminis-
tration.

The cooperative spiritoftheagenciesinvolved hasledtoseveral
jointagreements which have provided recreational opportuni-
tiessuchas: Lake Arlington, North School Park, Nichol Knoll Golf
Course,MelasPark,and othersaswell.Theserelationshipsbene-
fitthe taxpayer by making available newfacilitiesand programs
atlowereconomicand social cost. The local governmentaljuris-
dictionsshould explore additional applications of this coopera-
tiveapproachtowardsprovidingpublicrecreationopportunities.
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’,H Existing Park Inventory

TheVillageis primarily served by the Arlington Heights Park Dis-
trict, which oversees 58 park sites of all sizes and classifications,
and over 1500 recreational programs. Among the 716 acres of
park land are 6 pools (1 indoor), 2 golf courses, 2 tennis clubs,
andnumerousotherspecialrecreationfacilities.TheParkDistrict
owns457 acres (64%) and leases 259 acres (36%), primarily from
the Village and school districts. In 1983 and again in 1992 and
2001theParkDistrictwontheNational Gold Medal Awardforex-
cellence in park and recreation management.

Community and neighborhood parks comprise 47% of the land
the Arlington Heights Park District manages. Special Use parks
suchasArlingtonLakesGolfClubcomprisealmost32%, withdis-
trict parks such as Lake Arlington comprise 18%. Figure 19 com-
pares the existing breakdown (2015) of park acreage with the
desirableparkacreagein2030.Using nationalstandards,thede-
sirable future parkacreagein theVillageis 825 acres, or 10 acres
per 1,000 population (assumes population of 82,500 in 2030).

Parks differ in size, the type of facilities and amenities offered,
and the user they are meant to serve. Mini parks are small sites,
usually less than 2 acres, providing recreation opportunities for
toddlersand young children within 1/4 to 1/2 mile radius of the
park.Neighborhood parks provide recreation opportunities for
a larger segment of the population within 1/2 to 1 mile radius
ofthe park.These parks usuallyinclude the same featuresfound
in play lots, plus areas for active and passive recreation pursuits.
Community parks such as Camelot and Pioneer provide swim-
ming pools and field houses in addition to many of the features
foundin neighborhood parks for the residents living within 1 to
2 miles. District parks are very large parks, usually over 30 acres,
with large areas devoted to passive pursuits for the entire com-
munity.LakeArlington,developedin1991,andMelasPark,joint-
ly developed in 1995-96 by the Arlington Heights Park District,
the Mount Prospect Park District and Village of Mount Prospect,
arethetwodistrict parks serving Arlington Heights. Special Use
parks are often single purpose facilities devoted to specialized
activitiessuchasgolfcoursesornatureareas.Parkwaysarelinear
parks connecting activity areas such as schools, commercial ar-
eas,orotherparksandareused primarilyforwalkingorbicycling.

A complete inventory of features of each park in the Village is
providedintheParkDistrictComprehensivePlanavailableatthe
Park District administrative offices.

Figure19.ComparisonofExistingParkAcreagewithDesirableParkAcreage
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Future Park Development

Itis the goal of the Arlington Heights Park District to maintain
a ratio of 10 acres of park land for every 1,000 persons in the
Village.Thus the Park District needs to increase its land invento-
ry from 716 acres to 825 acres to achieve this goal by the time
the populationisexpectedto peakat82,500.Theadditiontothe
presentinventorymaybenew parksitesorexpansionofexisting
parks as determined by neighborhood need.

TheVillage'sComprehensivePlanmapdesignatesareasdesirable
for park development in the Village. The Official Map indicates
the location and type of existing and future park development
inthecommunity.Future parksitesare specificallylocatedtode-
crease an existing or future neighborhood or community wide
park deficiency.The deficiency is determined by the present ra-
tio of park land per 1,000 persons within a defined geographic
area for a specific park type measured against the appropriate
national standard (Figure 20).

Figure20.RecommendedParkStandards&ComparisonofExistingAcreagewithDesirableAcreag

Failty [~ T Sexwed 1000 Fopulstion ey Iwvenbory
Playlot 1/4 - 1/2 mile 500 - 2,000 05 114 405
Mephlvwhomi Fark 172 -1mile 2,000 - 5, 1NN as 147 4 s
Community Park 1- 2 miles 5,000 - 20, DD 33 1303 263.3
Special Use Entire Community  Entire Community 15 21E3 1215
ComekrFakway  Vaes Varies -1 ] 134 S0H
Recommended Park Acreage 10.00 GEQ.O E10.0

EE§ Park Site Reservations

The future park sites listed in Figure 21 and identified in
Figure 22 are in areas generally experiencing a deficiency
in park and recreation opportunities as compared to opti-
mal national standards.Thelocation of the future parksites
takes into consideration the location of existing parks and
schools, physical features of the landscape, and the neigh-
borhood’s land use and recreation needs. Wherever possi-
ble existing park or school sites have been recommended
forexpansioninstead of developinganewsiteinthevicini-
ty.However,areashavinguniquephysicalfeaturessuchasa
creek, wooded areas, or hills,areincluded regardless of the
proximity or type of adjacent park since such areas provide
special opportunities for park development.

North School Park
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Theland neededforfuture parksitesisacquiredinanumberoffashions.Purchaseand donation of
property are two of the most common ways for park districts to acquire land. Leasing has become
a significant means of providing park sites and programs. Condemnation and conservation
easements are other, but less popular, means.

[llinoisstatutespermitmunicipalitiestodesignatelandintheVillageforschool, parkorotherpublic
land ontheVillage Comprehensive Plan map. This map serves only asa guide with respecttoland
use decisions and in no way should be construed as a regulatory device. The Village Official Map,
however,servesnoticetopropertyownersthattheVillageorParkDistrictmay consideracquisition
of all or part of the subject property in the future. Should a subdivision plat be approved for
property having this designation, the Park District or Village has one year in which to negotiate a
sale or land donation or commerce condemnation proceedings to acquire the property.

Analternative to the outright purchase of land for park purposesis the Village's land contribution
requirement in connection with land subdivision and residential development. In short, the
contribution requirement requires residential builders in the Village to contribute land in an
amount proportionate to the estimated population of the development, or cash in-lieu of land to
the Village, according to a prescribed formula.The contributions are used to acquire or assemble
the park sites designated on the Comprehensive Plan map or Official Map. Much of the Arlington
Heights Park District’s land inventory and physical improvements thereon have been acquiredin
this manner.

& Areas of Concern

Communication between Government Agencies

The Unique relationship of the Village and the Park District can lead to lapses in communication,
particularly in the area of planning for park development. Regular dialogue between the Village
and Park District should be maintained and improved, if necessary, to minimize duplication of
effort and to share resources and information.

Land Availability

Thereisverylittle undeveloped land availablein theVillage with which toincrease the inventory
of park land. Since it is necessary to add land to the inventory to maintain a satisfactory ratio of
park land and population it can be assumed that the marginal costs of adding land to the park
inventory will increase as the supply of vacant land diminishes.

Land Acquisition Strategy

The problems created by a finite supply and growing demand will require innovative solutions.
The Village should encourage the Park District to formulate a strategy to acquire land for future
parksitesorexpansionofexisting parksinadvance of needtominimize publiccostsand maximize
public benefit. The Village's land contribution requirement is the key to land acquisition strategy
and should be evaluated and improved when necessary.
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CHAPTER 6

Historic Preservation

ChapterContentsGrowthandArchitectureComprehensivePlanNeighborhoodConservationDistricts,
Historic Preservation Ordinance, Historic Preservation Strategies

TheVillageof ArlingtonHeightshasarichlocal historyincludingthe presence offourmajordevelopment
periodswhichaddeddistinctarchitecturalstylesand charactertoresidentialneighborhoods.Thesefour
periods of growth and development cover the establishment of the Village of Arlington Heights by the
Dunton family in the early 1800’s thru the current redevelopment of the downtown area.

The first distinct period of growth occurred during the railroad expansion and consisted of homes lo-
cated around the railroad station. These homes varied in design from highly ornamental designs that
mimicVictorianstylestosimple designsasavailabilityand costoflumberbecameaffordable. Thesecond
major expansion occurred with educational and religious buildings, including the creation of high-end
residentialcommunitiessuchasStonegateandScarsdale.DuringthisperiodnumerousFrench,Spanish,
American Bungalow, and Frank Lloyd Wright style houses were built. The third major historic event that
impacted ArlingtonHeights'architectureand developmentwasbroughtonbytherapid expansionafter
World War II, which resulted in the creation of large residential neighborhoods. Many ranch, split-level,
trilevel, lustron, neo-colonial, cape cod, minimal traditional, cube, and mansard designs are a result of
thistime period.Thelastmajorperiod ofarchitecturaldistinctionisthe currentdowntownrevitalization.
The creation of the downtown as a pedestrian friendly location and the creation of numerous high-rise
residenceshasincreasedthelivability ofthedowntownareaandimpactedthearchitectural characterof
the downtown.

Although the Village requires a development plan prior to allowing demolition of a home, there is no
Local Preservation Ordinance to preserve buildings of historic significance. In 2004, the Village adopted
Single Family Design Guidelines, which provide design direction for new homes and additions. Homes
should take into consideration the character of the existing neighborhood, site layout, relationship of
the home to adjacent homes, bulk and massing, and use of materials. However, without a preservation
Ordinance, how can the Village ensure that the historic structures within the community will not be
compromised?

Chapter Contents:

Growth and Architecture
Comprehensive Plan
Neighborhood Conservation Districts

Historic Preservation Ordinance

<% [} o [ )

Historic Preservation Strategies

Statue of William Dunton

51



Historic Preservation 6

0 Growth and Architecture

TheVillage's patterns of growth and development can be seen
infourdistinct periods as mentioned above.Each period leftits
own physical mark on the Village giving its unique suburban
character.

1830-1900: Railroad Village - Village town platted by the Dun-
ton family with lots centered around the train depot. Many of
the Village's historic homes are within the original town.

1900 — 1945: Inter-War - Stonegate and Scarsdale are newly
platted neighborhoods for higher end housing. The Great De-
pression slows development during this time period.

1945 — 1980: Post War Boom - Great expansion of the Village
borders to the south and north, with more suburban type of
development typical of the 60’s and 70's.

1980 - Present: Downtown Revitalization — higher density de-
velopment to include a mix of land uses centered around the
train station.

The architectural styles seen in the Village include Craftsman,
National Folk, Folk Victorian, American Four Square, Queen
Anne, Italiante, Colonial, TudorRevival,ChicagoBungalow, Split
level, Post WWII Cube, among others. Currently, there are three
structuresintheVillagelisted onthe National Registerof Histor-
ic Places, although many others would qualify as well.

1.The Mueller House: 500 N. Vail Avenue

3. Wheeler-Magnus Round Barn: 811 E. Central Road
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Comprehensive Plan

The following historic preservation related goals and policies are included in the Comprehensive Plan:

53

Goal

Topreserve physical resourcesofhistoricvaluewhich ex-
emplifythecultural,political,economicorsocialheritage
of Arlington Heights.

Policy

Whenever specific land areas and/or existing structures
come under review for general planning progress, or in
conjunction with a specific land use petition, consider-
ation should be given to identify for possible preserva-
tion purposes, land areas or buildings that meet any of
the following criteria:

a.Structuresthatexhibita high quality ofarchitectur-
al design reminiscent of the past.

b. Structures that exhibit unusual or distinctive de-
sign, or construction technique which contribute to
the architectural interest of its environs either as an
accent or a counterpoint.

c.Land areas that have long provided an established
orfamiliarvisual presencein ArlingtonHeights by vir-
tue of:a unique location; distinctive physical charac-
teristics; or historical association.

@] The School of the Art Institute of Chicago Study

In 2004, the graduate program in historic preservation
at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, conducted
a study of historic buildings and areas of the Village. This
reportinventoried 450 residential structuresand 34 com-
mercial structures. The area inventoried is depicted here:

Goal

To preserve and protect existing and future residential
neighborhoods in the Village.

Policy

Topreserveandrenovate housingof historicoraesthetic
value and upgrade and renovate public improvements
and facilities in Village neighborhoods.

To prepare realistic plans for the areas in and around
downtownwithallnecessarysafeguardsforfineresiden-
tial and historical properties.

These stated Goals and Policies serve as guidance, how-
ever they do not control the use of land unless supple-
mented with enacted codes such as a Preservation Or-
dinance.
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& NeighborhoodConservationDistricts

The area surveyed was further broken down into 7 potential Neighborhood Conservation Districts (NCD). A
NCD is a preservation planning tool employed by communities to identify and protect the distinct physical
character of established neighborhoods. A map of the potential NCD's is depicted below.

Each structure evaluated in
the survey was rated as one of
the following:

Exceptional: These are struc-
turesthat could beeligiblefor
landmarking on the National
Register of Historic Places

Notable: Structures that have
integrityandstronglycontrib-
ute to a potential historic or
conservation district.

Contributing: Properties that
contribute to a district but
due to alterations cannot
stand alone as landmarks.

Unrated: Structures that do
not contribute to the historic
area.

PotentialConservationDistrictsbasedon
CentralAviingtorHeightsHistoridResources
Survey)
PreparedoytheVillageofAriingtonHeights
DepartmentofUrbanPlanningand
Community Development

July 2011
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6

The following chart lists each of the potential NCD’s and the number of structures
rated either Exceptional, Notable, Contributing, or Unrated.

Area Exceptional Notable Contributing Unrated
A 6 28 17 4
B 8 10 29 17
C 7 17 22 18
D 1 27 67 31
E 0 26 23 10
F 6 9 15 3
G 0 8 12 4

The study area did not include Scarsdale or Stonegate, therefore those two areas
should be added to the map but as areas for future study as NCD’s. (See map below).

ThegoalofanyNCDistosustainand preservethe neighborhood’s character by defining procedures and pol-
iciesfornewconstruction, alterations,demolitionandadditionstoexistingstructuresinthedistrict. Typically,
thecommunityformallyestablishesanNCDviaaConservationDistrictOrdinance (CDO).BecauseaCDOdoes
notimpose the same level of scrutiny or protection for historic structures in districts as a preservation ordi-
nance does, conservation district programs have been designed to be used congruently with a preservation
ordinance.

Asmentioned,theVillagealreadyhasareviewprocessfornewhomesthroughouttheVillagethatarerequired
toaddressthedesignguidelines, whichtakeintoaccountthe characteristics of the neighborhood. Although
zoningregulations for single family lots in the Village have been modified to limit Floor Area and impervious
surfaces, theVillagedoesnothaveuniquezoningstandardsforthepossibleconservationdistricts.Sinceeach
districthasunique developmentattributes, theVillage may want to consider reviewing each recommended
NCD in order to determine if zoning and design standards need to be created for each specific NCD.

S

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS RD
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HistoricPreservationOrdinancewithCommissionandLocalLandmarkProcess

In 2005 the Village Board discussed the concept of a historic preservation ordinance. There was interest in
doing so howeverin orderto properly implement such an Ordinance, additional staffing would be required.
Due to financial constraints, this issue was not pursued.

ThelllinoisMunicipal Code(65ILCS5/11-48.2-1 etal)setsforthregulationswithrespecttolocalmunicipalities
rightsregardingthepreservationofcertainstructures.Asaresult, manycommunitieshaveadoptedlocalHis-
toricPreservation Ordinancesandthatincludealocallandmarknomination process.These Ordinances typi-
callyincludetheestablishmentofaHistoricPreservationCommission, thecriteriaforthedesignationofLocal
Landmarks or Districts and the nomination process, the Certificate of Appropriateness criteria and process,
andthe Certificate of Economic Hardship process This option would allow the Village to acknowledge struc-
tures that are historically significant and to impose more stringent review measures on said structures. It is
importantto notethatthefederalgovernmenthasvarioustaxcredit programsthatareavailableto property
ownersofstructures (in conjunction with arehabilitation project) thathave been established as”historic"via
alocallyadopted Historic Preservation Ordinance.These tax credits encourage the preservation of “historic”
structures rather than the demolition of said structures.

Arlington Heights Historical Museum
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Historic Preservation 6

Historic Preservation Strategies

The following are suggested strategies to further expand on current Village practices related to
historic preservation:

1 Designate Neighborhood Conservation Districts.

2 Evaluate Stonegate and Scarsdale neighborhoods for possible designation as Neighborhood
Conservation District’s.

3 Further study each of the Neighborhood Conservation Districts for possible district specific
zoning overlays and / or develop district specific design guidelines.

4  Continue to provide Historic Preservation information on the Village web page and enhance
public education.
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CHAPTER 7

Corridors

ChapterContentsCorridorPlans CorrdiorPrioritiesCharacteristicsandKeylssues DesignGuidelines
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Corridorsareareasalongarterial streets that were developed incrementally over time with various land
uses.Acorridorincludesthestreetitselfandtheabutting properties.Therearefive corridorsintheVillage
that are recommended for further study to determine what type of improvements should be incorpo-
rated in order to improve the aesthetics of the corridor, and to evaluate abutting land uses for possible
changes.
The five corridors designated for further study are:

- Corridor A: Arlington Heights Road: Sigwalt to Park

- Corridor B: Arlington Heights Road: Central to White Oak

- Corridor C: Arlington Heights Road: | 90 to Noyes

- Corridor D: Rand Road: Hintz to Oakton

- Corridor E: Northwest Highway: Arlington Heights Road to Waterman and Chestnut to Wilke

Chapter Contents:

Corridor Plans
Corridor Priorities, Characteristics and Key Issues

Design Guidelines




Corridors

Corridor Plans: Goals and Objectives

The Comprehensive Planning Program includes a Corridor Plans Goal with four Objectives as follows:

Corridor Plan Goal:

To improve upon existing conditions which detract from the overall functioning of the corridor.

Objective 1: Develop a strong and positive image and Objective 3: Promote a safe and effective traffic circula-
appearance which establishes a unified image and tion system which adequately accommodates the var-
sense of place which reinforces and supports commer- ied types of traffic movement utilizing the corridor.

cial and economic activities along the corridor.

Objective4:That developmentactivities withinthe cor-

Objective 2: Create a system of on and off street park- ridor be compatible with adjacent non residential and
ing facilities which adequately serve the needs of com- residential uses.

mercial uses within the corridorin a safe and functional

manner.
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Corridors

Corridor Priorities, Characteristics and Key Issues

Thefive corridors have been assigned a priority level of either 1,2 or 3 based onareview of existing conditions for each corridor. The
chartbelow providesanoverview of each corridorand therecommended priority level foreach.Thefollowing pages provideamore
detailed mapforeach corridoraswellasimages and keyissues. Detailed studies foreach corridor should be developed according to
the priority level assigned.

: Priori . .
Corridor Leovetly Characteristics Zoning Comp Plan

e 4lanes with center turn lane; Commercial
Arlington Heights Road: :  Buildings close to street, 1 to 2 floors height; e D T
Sigwalt to Park e narrow sidewalks; B-2 Sir? le Family

e West side lot depth small. 9 y

o lack of landscaping older commerical;
Arlington Heights Road: o mlnlmal d.epth for landscaping; Commercial:

” 2 e multiple sign poles; B-1; B-2: Offices Onl ’

Central to White Oak «  multiple traffic lanes; oT y

e Mostly 1 floor buildings.

e Large roadway pavement 6-9 lanes; C ial:
Arlington Heights Road: e Overhead utilities; ommercial;
1-90 to N 3 Lack of identity; ’ B-2;5-3; | Offices Only
-90 to Noyes ® ’ oT i

e Buildingsvarioussetbacks, 1to5floorsheight. S QLD

e Vast right of way Rand Road:

e subject to current corridor study; Commercial
Rand Road: . o Mostly Commericial, but Multi Family to west; | B-1,B-2, [ Moderate Density MF
Hintz to Oakton e Multiple driveways; B-3 | Offices Only

e Haphazard border to east with Prospect R-6; OT [ Teska Study

Heights.
. e 4lanes'with turnlanes at certain cross streets; ey Kensmg.ton FALD
Northwest Highway East: e mixof old and new: Rec Park Expansion Plan
. . - ' 5.r.2. | Commercial; Offices

Arlington Heights Road to 1 e older building close to street; B-2; B-3; Only
Waterman e lack (?f I;‘:\r;]dsca[z)lng:.‘3 ] - R-6 Parks

O (Hesd7iNieClpesto i ClelBiiels Moderate Density MF

e Newer development well landscaped;

e older auto repair sites lack of landscaping; Commercial
Northwest Highway West: 1 ¢ UPrailroad ROW storage area east of Euclid | p_,.p 3 | Moderate Density MF
Chestnut to Wilke poor visually. R-3; R-6 Single Family

e Commerical 1 floor, auto repair; MF 2

floors
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Corridor A

l.rling-tnn Heights Road : Sigwalt to Park




Corridors

Corridor A: Arlington Heights Road: Sigwalt to Park
Key Issues:
¢ Gateway into Downtown
e Lack of depth of certain lots limits redevelopment opportunities.

e Improve landscape screening of parking areas/poor condition of some parking areas.

o Sidewalk location adjacent to roadway not pedestrian friendly.

Arlington HeightsRoade-lndSigwaItCorridor—Credit:FregoneseAssociates—ConceptualEnhancements
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Corridors

Corridor B: Arlington Heights Road: Central to White Oak
Key Issues:

e Lack of landscape screening of parking areas.

e Multiple pole signs, degree of sign blight.

e Multiple commercial driveways along east side of roadway.

Existing Conditions

Proposed Enhancements
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Comidor C
Arington Heights Road: 1-90 to Noyes




Corridors

Corridor C: Arlington Heights Road: 190 to Noyes
Key Issues:
* Gateway into Village of Arlington Heights
e Loss of greenery when Arlington Heights Road was widened from 190 to Golf Road
e Overhead utility lines along west side of roadway from 190 to Golf Road

¢ Potential for redevelopment of larger sites such as the former Wellington site

Existing Conditions Proposed Enhancement
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Corridors

Corridor D: Rand Road: Hintz to Oakton
Key Issues:
¢ Circuitous Boundary with City of Prospect Heights east end of Rand Road
e Corridor improvements study underway by Teska Associates

¢ Importantcommercial corridorandeconomicengine containingsignificantamountofthe
Village's retail shopping space

e IncludesTIF District’s #3 and #5

Existing Conditions

Proposed Enhancements

70



!

CHESTHUT

BUCLID AVE

——————

WAREEMEN

LAKI C0nd qiBAD

=]

F i
e
!

]

v |
FRLCTINE PlER

i3

a
I

JEll TN.i | & genraniRody -

=
EEIENTS NRAC

=
=

Comidor E
Northwest Highway: Arlington Heights Road to Waterman
& Chestnut to Wilke




Corridors

Corridor E: Northwest Highway: Arlington Heights Road to Waterman, Chestnut to Wilke
Key Issues:
e Screening of UPRR Maintenance Area near Euclid Avenue
¢ Includes Redevelopment of Hickory Kensington TIF District

e Impacts of Auto related uses on nearby residential

e Enhanced landscaping along the UPRR tracks

Existing Conditions

Proposed Enhancement
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Corridors

General Corridor Design Principles

For many visitors to Arlington Heights, roadway corridors influence first impressions of the Village.

As the Village considers future corridor development, critical design principles should be considered.

Public Improvements
Intersections and Gateway Signage:

Allsignalizedinterectionsshouldbeimprovedtopromote
safe pedestrian and bike crossings. Gateway Signage can
help identify districts within the Corridors and provide a
unified community character throughout the Village.

Intersectionimprovementmayincludepedestrianrefugeislands,decorativetexturedcrosswalksandLEDstreetsigns.
(image credit: Teska Associates)
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Corridors

Private Improvements

Perimeter Landscape Buffer:

This area includes the perimeter landscape buffer between
parking lots and the ROW. The following guidelines provide
landscapetreatmentsthatcanbeappliedalongtheCorridor
to create a consistent landscape character.

Internal Pedestrian Access:

TheseguidelinesaddresspedestrianaccessfromtheROWto
the building entrances of commercial properties to ensure
proper pedestrian access and safety is provided.

. il g NN, 8
'-'I"'# o ¢

g T i i - " F Tuy
Continuousialkghroughparkindottocommerdakentrances Photoexampleofanarrowperimeterlandscapebuffer
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CHAPTER 8

Sustainability

ChapterContentsintroductionEnergyEfficiencyLandUsePoliciesandActions TransportationActions,
Housing and Building Actions, Sustainable Practices

Introduction

Sustainabilityisbasedonasimpleprinciple:Everythingthatweneedforoursurvivalandwell-beingdepends,
eitherdirectly orindirectly, on our natural environment. Sustainability creates and maintains the conditions
underwhich humansand nature can existin productive harmony, that permit fulfilling the social, economic
and other requirements of present and future generations.

Sustainability isimportant to making sure that we have and will continue to have, the water, materials, and
resources to protect human health and our environment. In our own communities, be it school, workplace,
home or the town we live in, we need to take ownership of our environment and the stewardship of future
development.

Tothatend, theVillage should encourage sustainable developmentfor new and renovated commercialand
residential projects by developing a publicawareness / education strategy and use of incentives to encour-
agesustainabledevelopment.Sustainabledevelopmentencouragesmoreefficientuseoflandandresources
suchaswater,energy,andwastedisposal.Assuch,sustainabledevelopmentstrategiesshouldfocusonthese
three elements:

e  Water / Storm Water Conservation
e Energy Efficiency;
e  Waste Disposal.

TheVillage has adopted sustainable goals to guide the Village as part of its Energy Efficiency and Conserva-
tion Strategy. These goals are articulated on pages 83 & 84.

Chapter Contents:
) Sustainable Practices - Land Use Actions

. Towards Sustainability
O Energy Efficiency and

Conservation |c§%| Transportation Actions Towards
~ | Sustainability

Ik

Land Use Policies to

“—"  Promote Sustainability Housing and Building Actions
Towards Sustainability
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Sustainability 3

O Sustainable Practices

Redeveloping in an existing urban area has less impact on the region than sprawl, therefore it is environ-
mentally beneficial to locate new development in urbanized areas utilizing existing infrastructure. This
sustainabledevelopmentpractice ofin-filldevelopmenthelpslimitsprawland preserve naturalland.There-
developmentofurbanareashelpsrestore,invigorateandsustain established urbanliving patterns, creating
a more stable and interactive community.

Asanexample, sustainable or Smart Growth principles are applied in the Village downtown. Many destina-
tions are accessible within a half mile radius, such as parks, grocery stores, the commuter train station, and
various types of housing and are easy to walk or bike to. As such, Arlington Heights was named a transit
friendly community by the DePaul Chaddick Institute.

Thereare severalexamples of sustainable practices thattheVillage should promoteand encourage through
regulations and incentives. These practices include the following:

e Renewable Energy
e Storm Water Management
e Use of Building Materials

' Stormwater Management Practices

Minimizing runoff helps prevent rainwater from washing off your yard into storm sewers and retention
ponds and eventually into nearby streams and lakes. A few steps that can be taken to reduce runoffinclude
the following:

Minimize impervious surfaces on your property
Pervious Pavers provide a solid ground surface, strong
enough to take heavy loads, like large vehicles, while at
the same time they allow water to filter through the sur-
face and reach the underlying soils. The voids in the sur-
face of the paving allow water to drain through and into
the soil beneath. Pervious pavers reduce the amount of
storm water runoff entering our natural waterways and
carrying with it contaminants and pollutants.
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3 Sustainability

' Stormwater Management Practices

Create a Rain Garden or Bio-swale

A rain garden or bio-swale is a planted depression that
allowsrainwaterrunofffromroofs, driveways, walkways,
and parking lots, the opportunity to be absorbed. Arain
garden or bio-swale reduces rain runoff by allowing
storm water to soak into the ground. Native plants are
recommended forrain gardens and bio-swales because
theygenerallydonotrequirefertilizerandaremoretoler-
antofone’slocal climate, soil, and water conditions, and
attract local wildlife such as native birds. The plants — a
selection of wetland edge vegetation, such as wildflow-
ers, sedges, rushes, ferns, shrubs and small trees — take
upexcesswaterflowingintothedepression.Waterfilters
throughssoillayers beforeenteringthe groundwater sys-
tem.Rootsystemsenhanceinfiltration, maintainoreven
augment soil permeability, provide moisture redistribu-
tion,and sustain diverse microbial populationsinvolved
in bio-filtration.

Utilize Rain Barrels

Rain barrels help slow down rain runoff so it can drain
naturally into the ground. That helps keep excess water
out of the sewer systems and keeps rain runoff from col-
lecting pollutants as it travels to drainage systems and
nearbywaterways.Rainbarrelsalsoprovidewaterduring
dry weather.

Plant Trees Trees immense root systems effectively ab-
sorb water over a large area.

For every 5% of tree cover area added to a community,
run-offisreducedbyapproximately2%.(Source:Identified
Benefits of Community Trees and Forests, by Dr. Rim D. Coder,
University of Georgia)

By implementing the above simple steps water runoff
can be reduced. Even the smallest change can make a
positive impact.
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Sustainability 3

_} Renewable Energy Practices

Renewable energyisaterm usedto describe energy thatis derived from resources, like the sunand the
wind -resources thatare continually available to some degree or other all over the world. We never run
out of them. And their use or capture does not inflict any material damage on the environment.

Go to American Council on Renewable Energy at www.acore.org to learn more.

Solar Energy

Solar technologies are broadly characterized as either passive or active depending on the way they capture, convert and
distributesunlight.Activesolartechniquesuse photovoltaicpanels,pumps,andfanstoconvertsunlightintouseful outputs.
Passivesolartechniquesincludeselectingmaterialswithfavorablethermal properties,designingspacesthatnaturallycircu-
late air, and referencing the position of a building to the Sun.

Installingasolar system could offset the electrical consumption by 50% or more depending on the orientation ofyourhome
and the available sunlight.
U.S.EnergylnformationAdministration

Passive Solar: i Photovoltaic Systems (PV):

A passive solar building makes use of proper orientation PVsystemsgenerateelectricity. The PVsystemmaybeonthe
to provide day lighting and natural cooling. In the Mid- building’s roof, integrated into its overhangs, or provide the
westthe optimal orientation ofabuildingistothe south. skin for the building’s facade or atrium. Distributed power is
Some examples of passive solarare: Usingasouthfacing : PV generated power that is fed into the utility’s grid.
orientation; Sun shades or brise-soleils over openings

and windows; Use of natural air flows and temperature In the Northwest Suburbs, 100,000 sf of solar panel surface
gradients for ventilation and cooling; Landscaping for :  area could generate enough electricity for about 1,058
shade and cooling. homes. U.S.Department of Energy

Operable windows, whole house fans Trombe wall or
Thermal Storage (exposingmasonry surfacestothe cool
night sky and insulating these surfaces from outside air
during the day. As daytime temperaturesrise, the cooler
surface acts as a heat sink for the living space.)

Buildingsthattakeadvantageofsolarbuildingdesignare
less dependent on fuel cost variations and can maintain
comfort.

Active Solar:

This refers to the use of collectors, usually located on the
roof to collect solar radiation to heat water for domestic
usesandpossibly,toprovideauxiliary heatinginthewin-
termonths.The systemsthatprovide both hot waterand
heatare often referred toas combi-systems. An example
ofanactivesolarsystemisthePhotovoltaic Systems(PV).

Shelter
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3 Sustainability

_* Renewable Energy Practices Continued

79

The Village has been employing the use of solar energy for gateway signs, gateway banners in the
downtown and most recently the bike shelter. The bike shelter near the train station with its solar pan-
els produces enough energy to light the adjacent park, and was funded by a grant through the Illinois
Clean Energy Foundation.

To learn more on solar energy go to lllinois Solar Association at www.illinoissolar.org.

Geothermal:

Thetermgeothermalmeansearth,andtherme,meaning
heat, thusgeothermalenergyisenergy derived fromthe
natural heat of the earth. Energy can be extracted with-
out burning a fossil fuel such as coal, gas, or oil. There
arethree maintypesofgeothermal systemsin usetoday,
Dry Steam, Flash Steam and Binary Cycle. This source is
almost an unlimited amount of heat generated by the
Earth’s core.

Direct Use of Geothermal Energy:

Hot water near the surface of the Earth can be used for
heat for a variety of commercial and industrial uses. Di-
rect-useapplicationsincludeheatingbuildings,growing
plantsingreenhouses,dryingcrops,heatingwateratfish
farms,andseveralindustrial processessuchaspasteuriz-

ing milk. p—
repua i
Binary Cycle:

Inthebinary system, the water from the geothermalres-
ervoiris used toheatanother“workingfluid,"whichisva-
porizedandusedtoturntheturbine/generatorunits.The
geothermal water and the“working fluid”are each con-
finedinseparatecirculatingsystemsor“closedloops”and
nevercomein contactwitheachother.Theadvantage of
the binary cycle plant is they produce no air emissions.

Horizontal Geothermal System Source: U.S. Department of Energy

To learn more about geothermal energy go to www1.
eere.energy.gov



Sustainability 3

_* Renewable Energy Practices Continued

Wind Energy Technologies:

Wind energy (or wind power) refers to the process by which wind turbines convert the movement of wind into electricity.
Winds are caused by the uneven heating of the atmosphere by the sun, the irregularities of the earth'’s surface, and rota-
tion of the earth.Wind turbines convert the kinetic energy of the moving wind into electricity. The wind turns the turbine’s
blades, which spin a shaft connected to a generator to make electricity.

Wind energy technologies use the energy in wind for practical purposes such as generating electricity, charging batteries,
pumping water, and grinding grain. Stand-alone turbines are typically used for water pumping or communications.

The Village has an energy aggregation program through Integrys Energy for the purchase of renewable energy, with an
optoutoption. A participating resident can save 42% off their current electric supply. In addition to the savings, Arlington
Heights residents ensure that fees paid by participants for electricity generation go to purchase 100% renewable energy
credits, or‘green energy”.Residents can reviewinformation on Integrys and electricaggregation by clicking Integrys Ener-
gy on the Village website at www.vah.com.

Types of Wind Turbines: :  Recentlyin 2011 theVillage Board approved regulations for
Modernwindturbinesfallintotwobasicgroups:thehor- : Solar and Geothermal systems for residential and non-resi-
izontal-axis variety, as shown in the photo, and the verti- : dential zoning districts. The regulations may be found in
cal-axisdesign, like the eggbeater-style Darrieus model, Chapter 28 of the Village Zoning Code. To see what is allow-
named after its French inventor. : able go the Zoning Code on the Village website at

www.vah.com.
Horizontal axis turbines are the most common turbine :
configuration used today. They consist of a tall tower, :  TolearnmoreonwindenergygotolllinoisWind Association,
atop which sits a fan-like rotor that faces into or away : www.illinoiswind.org.
from the wind, a generator, a controller, and other com- :
ponents. Most horizontal axis turbines built today are
two-or three-bladed.

Thomas Middle School in Arlington Heights has a hori-
zontal axis turbine installed on the school property. Al-
though the main purpose of the wind turbine is educa-
tional, onawindy day the turbine generate 2.4 kilowatts
of energy or roughly enough electricity to power two
and a half classrooms.

TheDarrieusturbinewasinventedinFranceinthe 1920s.
Often described as looking like an eggbeater, it has ver-
tical blades that rotate into and out of the wind. Using
aerodynamic lift, it can capture more energy than drag
devices.

The Savonius turbine is S-shaped if viewed from above.
Thisdrag-typeturbineturnsrelatively slowly butyieldsa
high torque. It is useful for grinding grain, pumping wa-
ter, and many other tasks, but its slow rotational speeds
are not good for generating electricity.

U.S. Department of Energy
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Sustainability

Building Materials Practices

Greenbuildingmaterialsarecomposedofrenewable,ratherthannonrenewableresources.Greenmate-
rialsareenvironmentallyresponsiblebecauseimpactsareconsidered overthelife ofthe product.Green
materials should meet some of the criteria below:

e Recycled Content are products with identifiable recycled content.

o Natural, plentiful or renewable are Materials harvested from sustainably managed sources.

e Locally available are building materials found locally or regionally.

e Salvaged,refurbished,orremanufactured:Includessavingamaterialfromdisposalandrenovating, repairing, restoring,
or generally improving the appearance, performance, quality, functionality, or value of a product.

e Reusableorrecyclable:Selectmaterialsthatcanbeeasilydismantledandreused orrecycledattheend oftheirusefullife.

e Durable: Materials that are longer lasting or are comparable to conventional products with long life expectancies.

Afew examples of the types of green building materials
include:

e Green carpets and area rugs are low-emitting and
made from natural fibers (e.g., wool, jute) or with a
high content of recycled synthetic fibers.

e Bamboo flooring is a renewable resource that is a
fast-growinggrassthatcanbeselectivelyharvested
annually. Look for bamboo products that are FSC
certified and have no formaldehyde added.

e Linoleumflooringconsistsofrenewableingredients
thatoftenincluderecycled contentandthelifespan
can be as high as 30-40 years.

e Paints that use water as the carrier rather than pe-
troleum-based solvents, have lowerVOClevelsthan
oil-based paints and they can also be “recycled” by
combining any excess; oil paints cannotbe recycled
in this way.
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Sustainability

Building Materials Practices Continued

Insulation:

Heating and cooling account for 50 to 70% of the energy used in the average American home. Inade-
quate insulation and air leakage are leading causes of energy waste in most homes. Insulation:

° saves money.

¢ makes your house more comfortable by helping to maintain a uniform temperature.
e makes walls, ceilings, and floors warmer in the winter and cooler in the summer.

Windows:

You can use the energy performance ratings of windows, doors, and skylights to tell you their poten-
tial for gaining and losing heat, as well as transmitting sunlight into your home.

Lighting:

The most common energy-efficientlighting typesinclude energy-saving CFLs,and LEDs. These bulbs

are more energy-efficient than traditional incandescent bulbs.

CFLs — about 75% energy savings

Compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) are simply curly ver-
sions of the long tube fluorescent light bulbs. An ENER-
GY STAR-qualified CFLusesaboutone-fourththeenergy
and lasts ten times longer than a comparable incandes-
cent bulb that puts out the same amount of light.

LEDs — about 80% — 85% energy savings

The light emitting diode (LED) uses the same technol-
ogy as the little indicator light on your cell phone, but
designedto lightyourhome.Itis one of today’s most en-
ergy-efficientandrapidlydevelopingtechnologies.LED’s
last up to 25 times longer than the traditional incandes-
cent bulbs they replace. While LEDs are more expensive
at this early stage, they still save money because

If every American home replaced just one light bulb
with a light bulb that’s earned the ENERGY STAR, we
would save enough energy to light 3 million homes
for a year, save about $600 million in annual energy
costs, and prevent 9 billion pounds of greenhouse
gas emissions per year, equivalent to those from
about 800,000 cars.

Source:Energystar

Appliances:

Lookforappliances withan ENERGY STAR rating. Energy
efficient choices can save families about a third on their
energy bill with similar savings of greenhouse gas emis-
sions, without sacrificing features, style or comfort. To
learn more go to www.energystar.gov.

Americans, with the help of ENERGY STAR, saved
enough energy in the past year to avoid greenhouse
gas emissions equivalent to those from 33 million
cars — all while saving nearly $18 billion on their
utility bills.

www.energystar.gov

Heating and cooling account for about 569% of the
energy use in a typical U.S. home, making it the larg-

est energy expense for most homes.
Source:EPA.gov
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Sustainability

Energy Efficiency and Conservation Goals

To link transportation and land use in order to
enhance transit options for residents and the
labor force.

To optimize tree planting and protection of existing
trees for maximum carbon reduction and to
increase water conservation measures.

2. To promote and encourage energy efficiency for 6. Keep abreast of new policies and research regarding
residential and commercial buildings. energy efficiency and provide support for local, state,
and Federal efforts to promote energy conservation
3. Encourage the use of renewable energy and resources measures.
such as solar, wind, geothermal, and bio fuels.
7.  Educate and Promote using Public Relations to
encourage energy conservation and support for
the Village Energy Efficiency Conservation Strategy.

4.  Continue to promote and encourage both residents
andbusinesses toreduce wasteand ncreaserecycling.

Inadditiontotheoverall Goals, the following sustainable policiesand actionitemsarerecommended as
they relate to land use and development of the community, transportation, and housing.

Land Use Policies to Promote Sustainability

1. Encourage alternatives to use of gas powered vehicles such public transit, alternatively fueled
vehicles, bicycle and pedestrian routes, and bicycle and pedestrian friendly development design.

2. Encourage all types of development to use alternative renewable energy sources and
meaningful energy conservation measures.

3. Encourage development and businesses to reduce the use of chemicals and synthetic
compounds in their construction and building materials, operations, products, and services.

4.  Encourage methods of landscape design and maintenance to reduce or eliminate the use of
pesticides, herbicides, and synthetic fertilizers as well as encouraging the use of compost and

conserving water.

5.  Support compact and mixed use development that minimizes the need to drive, re-uses existing
infill and brownfield sites, that avoids the extension of suburban sprawl.

6. Encourage participatory approaches to planning for sustainability, involving the local community
in setting a vision and implementation.

7. Support Federal, State and Local programs to offer incentives for sustainable development and
practices.
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Sustainability

Land Use Actions Towards Sustainability

1. Compact development that minimizes the need to : 6. Guidingdevelopmenttoexistingdevelopedareasthus
drive. : minimizing development of outlying undeveloped
: areas.
2. A mix of integrated uses such as housing, shops, work
places, civic uses, within walking or bicycling distance. ~ : 7.  Remediation and redevelopment of brownfield sites
: and other lands that suffer from environmental
3. Humanscaleddevelopmentthatispedestrianfriendly. : constraints.
4.  Development oriented around public transit. : 8.  Establish financial and regulatory incentives for infill

development and eliminate disincentives.
5. Home based occupations and work that reduce the
need to commute.

Transportation Actions Towards Sustainability

1. Reduction in vehicle trips and miles through compact, infill, mixed use development.
2. Use of alternatives to driving including walking, bicycling, and public transit.
3. Local street designs that encourage pedestrian and bicycle use.

4.  Street designs that support and enhance access between neighborhoods and to commercial
areas.

Housing and Building Actions Towards Sustainability

1. Solar oriented design of development.

2. Minimize impervious surfaces to reduce storm water run-off.

3. Use of regenerative energy heating and cooling source alternatives.
4.  Provision of housing near places of employment.

5. Selection of building materials which require less energy intensive production methods and long
distance transport.
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CHAPTER 7

Public Input

Chapter Contents: Public Process, Community Survey

Public Process

Overthecourseof 11 monthsbeginningin September, 2014, theVillage’s Comprehensive Plan Subcom-
mittee, a subcommittee of the Plan Commission, met to discuss and provide direction onthe new Com-
prehensivePlan.Duringthis process,aCommunity Surveywas conductedinordertoobtaininputonthe
Plan.The Subcommitteeforwarded adraft ofthe Comprehensive Plantothe Plan Commissionwhoheld
apublichearinginAugust,2015.Priortothe publichearing, thedraft planwasplacedontheVillage'sweb
pagetoallowforpubliccomment.ThePlanwasthen considered bytheVillageBoardinSeptember,2015.

Community Survey

A community survey was utilized to obtain publicinputissues related to growth and development, his-
toricpreservation, sustainabledevelopment,andimproving corridors.The survey was posted on theVil-
lage’s web page beginning April 6th, 2015 through July, 2015 and there were 535 responses.The Village
promoted the survey through a posting on our Facebook and Twitter pages, and through the Park Dis-
trict, Library, Senior Center and Chamber of Commerce. Full results of the survey can be found at www.
vah.com)

A summary of certain questions is highlighted as follows:

The Village’s current population is 75,101. Please indicate Which of the following types of development would you
one of the following desired populations for the commu- like to see more of in the Village.
nity 15 years from now in Year 2030.

Restaurants 72%
70,000-75,000 (0% to 7% decline) 13% Entertainment 70%
75,001-80,000 (0% to 7% increase) 66% Mixed Use 48%
80,001-85,000 (7% to 13% increase) 18%
85,001-90,000 (13% to 20% increase) 3%
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Public Input

I How strongly would you support or oppose policies regarding growth in the Village.

Strongly Support/Support

Policies the limit growth 45%
Policies that pace growth in targeted areas 83%
No policies, unlimited growth 13%

Oppose/Strongly Oppose

45%
12%
77%

I Presently how satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the following aspects of the Village.

Strongly Satisfied/Satisfied

Dissatisfied/Strongly Dissatisfied

The number of retail businesses 61% 38%
The overall appearance of your Neighborhood 88% 12%
The overall appearance of the Village 87% 13%
The amount of open space 74% 23%
The distribution of commercial and Residential property 81% 14%
I Please indicate how you feel about the following statements. I
Strongly Agree/Agree Disagree/Strongly Disagree
Older historic buildings in the Village should be preserved 91% 6%
The Village should improve the appearance of certain corridors
along major roadways 90% 8%
The Village should encourage sustainable green development for
new construction by encouraging energy efficient buildings that have 85% 11%
less impact on the environment
Commercial Areas along some majorstreets lack landscaping 77% 15%
A decline in population is good for the community 11% 79%
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9 Public Input

I Please indicate the level of importance for each issue described below as it relates to the Village.

Very / Somewhat Important Not Important
Improving the appearance of the Village 93% 7%
Expand transportation options 69% 27%
Redevelopment of older commercial areas 92% 7%
Development that has less impact on the environment 77% 17%
Increase the tax base with new compact mixed use development 74% 17%
Providing more open space 70% 24%
Increase the number of jobs located in the Village 85% 11%
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