Surrey Ridge Shopping Center

The 2002 bankruptcy of Kmart caused the loss of our anchor tenant at Surrey Ridge,
and created quite a challenge to the future viability of the shopping center. But it
also created a terrific opportunity for the shopping center and for the community if a
new, more successful anchor tenant could be attracted.

In order to accomplish our goal of securing a Lowe’s Home Improvement Center as a
replacement anchor (a goal encouraged by results from polling our residential
neighbors), a public-private partnership of cooperation would be required.

Because the Kmart had been there for so long, much infrastructure addition and
modification was required before the site would conform to current codes for water

" : detention, parking, lighting, landscaping, signage, etc. And the biggest hurdle, most
critical to attracting Lowe’s, was the necessity of obtaining a new traffic signal that would serve Lowe’s and the redeveloped property.

Since the shopping center is on a state road literally separating Arlington Heights from the next municipality to the west, and because our nearest
competitor is across that street, getting approval of the traffic signal would require the cooperation of two municipalities and their interested citizens,
the lllinois Department of Transportation, and two competing shopping center owners!

Early on in the project we received encouragement from the Village of Arlington Height’s Planning and Community Development Department, letting
us know that the project was viewed as worthwhile and that we could count on help navigating the process. Staff never wavered from this
commitment, working hard on our behalf with Lowe’s, the State, the Town of Rolling Meadows, and the competitive shopping center, until successfully
obtaining approval of the traffic signal.

Throughout the municipal process, Arlington Heights Planning and Community Development staff worked closely with us and provided us with a clear
understanding of how to prepare for every meeting at every level of the process. Their thorough knowledge and professionalism, and the open and
fair treatment and support of Arlington Heights’ elected and appointed officials, enabled the entire process to flow smoothly.

Today we have a successful shopping center and a wonderful Lowe’s Home Improvement Center contributing to the lifestyle of the community as well
as providing needed revenue through property and sales taxes.

In short, a very successful project made possible by a sophisticated, professional, and trustworthy public partner —the Village of Arlington Heights!
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