THE PROBLEM...

Concerns about speeding in residential
areas are a natural result of the dual
role that neighborhood streets play
serving residences, but also in
carrying motor vehicles, pedestrians
and bicyclists.

Unfortunately, all too often, speed
limits are artificially lowered and
unwarranted stop signs installed with
the notion that they will reduce the
incidence of excessive vehicle speeds.

THE TRUTH IS...

The installation of unwarranted stop
signs or artificially low speed limits
will not reduce excessive speeding. It
will, instead, provide a false sense of
security to pedestrians and motorists,
increasing the potential for traffic
crashes. In many cases, this action
then generates new complaints that
motorists are now disregarding the
stop signs, generating excessive noise
by stopping and starting, and adding
to neighborhood pollution.

WILL STOP SIGNS
SLOW TRAFFIC?

Local and national data conclude that
stop signs do not reduce speeds
beyond a 150-200 foot radius.
Motorists often increase speed beyond
this point by 3-5 MPH with the notion
of “making up for
lost time,” and if
unwarranted, more
drivers will
deliberately ignore
stop signs or
perform “rolling”

stops.

The bottom line is that unwarranted
stop signs can instill a false sense of
security, especially among neighborhood
children, and often increase actual
accident experience.

Since multi-way stops are intended to
provide safe and adequate gaps for
vehicles to enter an intersection (when
volumes on intersecting streets are in the
range of 2500 to 4000 vehicles per day)
they are rarely necessary in residential
areas. Multi-way stop signs may also be
warranted when line-of-sight distance
on the street is less than desirable or
when pedestrian crossing volumes are
high.

HOW ARE SPEED LIMITS
DETERMINED?

Accepted engineering practice in the
United States uses the concept of
‘prevailing speed’ as the basis for
posting speed limits. This is the speed at
which most drivers (typically 85%) find
safe and reasonable for given roadway
conditions.  Studies have repeatedly
shown that setting speed limits based on
prevailing speed minimizes traffic
crashes and keeps violation rates at
levels that can be reasonably enforced.

In Illinois, municipalities must comply
with State Statutes on the establishment
of speed limits. The State regulations,
however, allow for the prevailing speed
to be adjusted downward to reflect
frequent  driveway usage, high
pedestrian volumes and high traffic
crash experience.

WILL DRIVERS REDUCE
THEIR SPEED IF SPEED
LIMITS ARE
LOWERED?

Before and after studies from Illinois
and across the country have
concluded that artificially lowering
speed limits has generally no effect on
the speed at which __I___
motorists will uurr

actually drive, while
making traffic law ‘% ‘
violators out of even

the most careful
drivers.

COULD SPEED LIMITS BE
ENFORCED MORE
RIGOROUSLY?

Unfortunately, the traditional
police/radar gun approach is
manpower intensive and costly.
Available resources limit the number
of streets that can be routinely and
effectively monitored by the Police
Department, especially when most
complaints involve the rush-hours.

In order to avoid spreading traffic
enforcement too thinly, complaints
are analyzed to identify and prioritize
the most serious speeding problems.
Itis unrealistic to expect 100% of the
motoring public to travel at exactly
the value posted on the speed limit
sign. Remember, most police
departments will target speed
violations in a manner that ensures
both proportionate and consistent
enforcement action is taken. The



primary focus will be on excessive speeders
and aggressive drivers.
WHAT CAN BE DONE?

The Arlington Heights Police Department
maintains a ‘Traffic Enforcement Unit’ to
increase  responsiveness  to  citizen
complaints involving traffic related
problems, and to initiate proactive
selective enforcement activities.

When a traffic complaint is forwarded to
the Traffic Bureau, a traffic officer follows
up with the resident to fully understand
the perceived problem, and to explain the
methodology that will be employed to
reduce the frequency and severity of the
traffic violation(s).

These activities may include:

<+ Temporary installation of a radar-
based traffic monitoring device,
which will gather and record
information on every vehicle
traveling on a given roadway,
typically for a forty-eight hour
period. This collected data includes
traffic speed, volume and time-of-day.
Analysis of the data allows traffic
officers to differentiate between
actual and perceived speeding
problems, and to therefore focus
selective traffic enforcement efforts
where they are most needed.

+ Neighborhood placement of a ‘radar
speed trailer’ with a large display
board showing the speed of passing
vehicles. The goal is to educate
motorists in the area to their actual
vehicle speed as compared to the
posted speed limit.

Utilization of  both  police
motorcycles and marked squad cars
by traffic officers to conduct
selective traffic enforcement.

Placement of a mannequin decoy
officer in a marked squad car with
an operational radar unit. This
results in motorists slowing down
upon seeing the ‘officer’ and the
triggering of radar detectors in the
area. These visits are intermixed
with ‘live’ traffic officers who then
conduct enforcement activities as
warranted.

Participation in the ‘Citizen Assisted
Radar Program’.

This neighborhood-based strategy
was developed to enable concerned
citizens to enhance traffic safety in
the area of their home by helping
identify problem areas and specific
speeding violators. It will also help
participants develop background on
the accurate estimation of vehicle
speed.

To discuss traffic related problems

in your neighborhood, contact
the Traffic Bureau at (847) 368-
5300 or via e-mail at
traffic@vah.com .
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