Hommer Tools

Hommer Tool & Mfg, broke ground on our facility
November 22" 1993. Former Mayor Arlene
Mulder and the Director of Planning and
Community Development, Charles Witherington-
Perkins were both in attendance that day. Former
Mayor Mulder had just been elected and she and
her staff had encouraged us to move to Arlington
Heights and vowed to support us in the endeavor.
The Village was instrumental in helping us to
acquire a Cook County Class 6B property tax
abatement which freed up our capital to invest in
the equipment and people we needed to grow our
business. At the time, we had no idea we would be
not only laying the foundation for a new facility,

but the foundation for a long term relationship with the Village of Arlington Heights.

By 2004, we had succeeded in more than doubling our business volume. We had added both employees and equipment. Our parking lot was full and
our facility was cramped with equipment. There was no room for further growth. We acquired another manufacturing business from one of our
customers who was looking to retire. Again, we reached out to the Village of Arlington Heights to see if they would support us in doubling the size of our
facility so we could consolidate our operations and have room for further growth. The Village was just as accommodating in supporting us as they had
been nearly a decade earlier when they originally encouraged us to move to the Village of Arlington Heights.

Running and managing a manufacturing business has been challenging over the past two decades. The capital equipment is more expensive. The skilled
employees needed to run the equipment are in high demand and short supply. Foreign competition has increased. Changes in both the domestic and
global economies now impact our business. Dealing with these challenges can be overwhelming. The Arlington Heights Business Development Team
has successfully worked with us for the past two decades offering their support and guidance where they could help us to succeed. We worked closely
with Charles Witherington-Perkins, Director of Planning and Community Development as he helped us navigate applications, variances, petitions and
Village Board meetings that we were inexperienced at dealing with. Charles was always approachable and willing to point us in the right direction when
we were overwhelmed or lost in the process. While | certainly underestimated their commitment to us when they originally encouraged us to bring our
business into Arlington Heights, | now greatly appreciate the long term relationship we have enjoyed with the Village of Arlington Heights. We at
Hommer Tool have a great deal of gratitude for both former Mayor Arlene Mulder and Charles Witherington-Perkins for encouraging us to bring our
business to Arlington Height’s and for supporting us over all these years.

Thank you,

J.R. Hommer
Hommer Tool & Mfg., Inc.



